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JUST WHAT IS THE WORK?

T HIS IS a unique organization.
and none other is like it in
the world .

OUf activities include administra
tion of the World wide Church of
God , Ambassa dor Co llege, oth er
publicati ons. books and booklet s
and my own personal activities as
an a mbassador witho ut po rtfo lio for
world peace. Or as an official of one
country expresses it. "a builder of
iron bridges for peace be tween na
tion s."

In our vernacular we customarily
speak of all these activities together
as "the Work." I have felt that so me
co-workers with us in one or more
pha ses of the Work havin g o bserved
our use of the te rm migh t be a litt le
con fused as to jus t what we mea n by
"t he Work: ' Therefore, I ha ve j us t
sent out a personal letter to such co
workers and the many thousands of
mem bers of the Worldwide Church
of God all over the world explaining
the meaning to us o f " the Work : '
And it now appea rs to me that most
of this same letter might prove an
interesting an d eye-o pening subjec t
for my perso nal talk with our rea d
ers in this issue o f the Plain Truth.
Th e letter follow s:

November 18. 1974
Dea r In ne r Fami ly of
Co- Workers with Christ:

Aga in I'm winging my way . a l
most eigh t miles above the Paci fic
Ocean. toward T okyo. Yesterday.
Pre sident Ford a nd Sec retary of
State Hen ry Kissinger wer e flyin g
the presidentia l plane ove r approxi
ma tely the sam e route. They are in
Tokyo today. and I am due to arriv e
there today. mi d-afternoon.

It seems Secretary Kissinger and I
a re very freq uently crossing pat hs 
especial ly in th e Midd le East be
tween Cairo and Tel Aviv. Ours are
th e on ly two plane s. so far as I
kno w. that ever rly from Ca iro to

. Tel Aviv. or fro m Tel Avi v to Ca iro.
And now o ur sched ules meet agai n
tod ay at Tokyo . It seems a litt le s ig
nificant th at. to the best of my
knowledge. o ur t\VO planes are the
o nly private aircraft that are per
mitted to lan d at Tokyo airport.
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Howeve r. from there the Presi
de nt and Secretary Kissinger fly on
to Seo ul. So uth Korea . a nd fro m
there to the Soviet Un ion , whi le I
am en route , after Tokyo. for a re
turn public ap pea ranc e at Manila .
th e Phi lipp ines.

November / 9, l l onolulu: Just as
we were so me where clo se to the In
terna tion al Date line. abo ut t\VO
hou rs after refueling at Co ld Bay.
Alaska. we were forced to turn back.
We had been !lying through stro ng
headwinds a ll the way . but we st o f
Cold Bay th ey grad ua lly inc rease d
to an a lmost unbelievable nearly
250 mi les per ho ur. Our airspeed of
550 miles per hour was cu t in ha lf.
T here was danger we m ight not
make it to a refue ling airstrip in
north ern Japan . We returned to
Co ld Bay. a rr iving on th at sno w
co vered landi ng strip ju st afte r sun
set. refueled and flew on to Hon o
lu lu. Hawa ii. It wa s a lon g !ligh t
from Los Ange les to Honolu lu. Ou r
pilots are unable to get air clea rance
to fly on to Manila until to morrow.
So I have a day for writi ng in Hon o
lulu. Th is slig ht setback will not stop
the Work. however. We still wi ll ar
rive in Mani la in tim e for an impor
tant mee ting.

An inci dent like th is is typical o f
o ur ex pe rience of the past 41 ye ars
in God's Work. Occasiona lly there
has bee n a sligh t se tback. But a l
ways th e Work plunges on forward
after tha t. in a mo re powerful thrust
tha n ever. for th is is the Wo rk of the
living God and the most importan t~

ac tivity on earth - no t only of
today. bu t in the last 1900 yea rs '

Th at's a strong statemen t 1 know.
but it is what y ou. as co-workers
wit h Christ and with me. are en
gaged in and sacrificing and praying
fo r. And I think it's time we com e to
a more clear and concise und er
stand ing o f jus t what this great
Work is '

Wh en we spea k of " the WORK."
j ust what do we mean?

What comes to yo ur mind whe n
yo u hear o r read of " the Work"? Do
you think of it as the mission o f
"saving souls"? Or. perhaps, some
thing I and / or Garner T ed A rm
strong are doing. but in which )·011

are not invol ved or espec ially con 
cerned? Does it mean. to yo u. the
broadcast or telecast of the World
Tomo rrow, or the Garner Ted Arm 
strong program? Docs it mean the
Plain Trulh ' Or Ambassador Co l
lege? Or a co mbinatio n o f so me o f
these?

To grasp. clearly ju st aha, this
Work is. and why it is the mo st im
porta nt activity o n ea rth. we need to
begin at the beginni ng . ~Vhy was it
started? What was its PURPOSE? Just
WH AT is it seeking to accomp lish?
Who sta rt ed it" Whe n" How?

Mor e tha n 4 1 years ag o the living
Christ called and chose me as his
instrument in reviving and carrying
out his G REAT COMM ISSIO N in th is
END time.

But that was no t the real begin
ning of God 's Work. Jesus Chri st.
himse lf. came to earth and person-



01(1' began thi s Wo rk 1947 years
ago . in A.D. 27. This beginning G od
the Father has given Je sus. individ 
ually. to do.

How d id it sta rt?
The prophet Ma lachi prophes ied

th at God would se nd a hu man mes
senger to prepare the way before
Christ's comi ng to ea rth . But th is
prophecy describes Mo appearances
of Christ on earth - the second of
which . more than 1900 yea rs after
his FIR ST coming. is now imminent!

The prophecy reveal s Christ's first
coming. as him self a messe nge r.
bringi ng a MESSAG E from God the
Fa the r. He ca me a t that time as " the
Messenger of the covenant. " And
that "Covenant Message" a'as his
gospel. Thc word "gospe l" means
good news!

Jesus' procla iming - o r a nnounc
ing - that good news was the begin 
ning of the Work '

Was that IMPO RTANT? You ma y
be sure that God th e Fa ther who
sent Jesu s with tha t tre me ndous
message fro m heaven. viewed it as
IMPORT ANT ! You may rest assured
that Jesu s. who brought it. thought
its announcement was important.

John the Baptist was the human
messen ger who prepared th e way
before C hrist's first coming. Jesus'
~i ESSAG E was the wonderful news of
the com ing kin gdom of God. Read

2

a bo ut it in Mark I: I: "The BEG IN

NIN G of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
the Son of G od ." Th at is the begin
ning of the Work of God .

Co nt inuing fro m this - verse two
of Mark one - the ministry of Joh n
the Bapt ist is br iefly re la ted - th e
messen ger prepa ring the way before
Christ at his tirst coming. Verses 2~

13 describe John's ministry. Jesus
being baptized by John. and Jesus
temptati on by Sat an . in which he
QUALI FI ED to be the king of the fu
tu re kingdom of God .

Then verses 14-15: " Now after
th at Joh n was put in prison . Jesus
ca me into Ga lilee, preaching th e
gospel of th e kingdom of God. and
saying. The time is fulfi lled . and the
kingdom of G od is a t hand : repent
ye. a nd beli eve the gos pe l."

Jesu s' a nno uncement of th e king
dom of God was the STA RT Of THE

WORK .

Jesus ca lled a nd chose his dis
ciples. T he word " disciple" mean s a
student - one lea rni ng . Fo r 3Y,
years Jesus tau ght the m about th e
coming kingdom of God. Also he
continued proclaimi ng - a nno unc
ing - teaching about th e kingdom
of God.

Then Je su s gave hi s di sciples
(who became the original apostles)
the GREAT CO MMISSION - the com
miss ion of "the W OR K " " "Go ye:" he

M R. A ND M R S . HERBERT W.
A RMS TR ONG (left) produced ' T he
World Tomorrow " radio program
and the Plain Truth magazine from
a small, one -room office in the
Hempton Building (center) on the
southw est corner o f Sixth and Willa 
melle in Eugene, Oregon. At first.
the Plain Truth ma iling list was kept
in cardboard cartons which served
as filing cabinets, and Mrs. Arm
s trong addressed each Plain Truth
magazine in longhand. Before iee v
ing Eugene in 1947, the circulation
approached 100,000. Volunteers
handled the daily mail (right).

sa id . "into all the world. a nd preach
the gos pel . . ," (Mark 16: 15 - em
phasis mine) . T he commission was
worldwide.

T he apost les. a fte r re ce iving
G od 's Ho ly Sp irit on the day of
Pentecost (Ac ts 2). wen t forth an 
nouncin g the wonde rful news. But
they needed help . It was go ing to be
a bigge r job than a mere twelve men
co uld accomplish . They needed the
ins pired and insp ira tional backing
of the church .

Jesus had sa id. ..[ will bu ild my
church" (Matt hew 16: 18). On the
da y of Pentecost - the a nnua l fe sti
val God had ordained . ca lled the
" Feas t of Firstfru its." picturing the
sm all firs t "spring harvest" of thi s
present time between Ch rist's first
an d second com ing - only 120 be-
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licvers resu lted from C h rist's 3 Y!
yea rs procl aiming h is gos pel. C h rist
bega n his C hu rch by send ing th e
1I0 ly Spi rit into the 120 . lI is C h urch
s ta rt ed VE R Y S M A L L. b u t C hrist
added to h is Church "and the sa me
d ay there were added unto them
about th ree th ousand so uls" (Acts
2 :4 1). "A nd th e Lord added to tbe
ch urch dai ly such as sho uld be
saved" (verse 47).

But beginning A.D . 33. the per
secu tio n se t in. Simon th e Sorcere r
(A cts 8 :9-23). head of th e Baby lo
nia n Mystery relig ion in Samaria .
a ppropria ting the >:ASlC o f C hris t.
be gan ca lling h is Ba bylon ia n Mys
tery re ligion " C hristia n ity:' a nd
sta rted circulating a coun terfeit gospel.

By A.D . 58. Paul wrote to the
C hu rches at G ala tia : " I marvel that
ye a rc so soo n rem o ved from him
tha t ca lled yo u int o the grace of
C hrist unto another gospel" (Ga l.
1:6).

At that t ime a diffe rent gospel u'as
proclaimed 10 The world. Before th e
end o f the first ce ntury " the Work"
had stop ped . The true gos pe l o f the
ki ngdom o f G od was thereafter
tau ght secre tly. but not p rocl aimed
to the world fo r 18 Y.! centuries.

Ou r T im e Today

Ma lachi . however. fo re to ld th at a
human " messenger" wo u ld prepa re
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the way before th e co mi ng of C h rist.
Bu t. beg in n ing with verse 2 of Ma
lachi 3. he for etells a lso Christ's sec
ond com ing. nm1' imminent. He is
now soo n coming to set III' the kin g
d om of God. to restor e the gove rn 
ment of G od on ea rth. and to ru le
a ll nat ions.

T he h um an messenger prepa rin g
th e wa y before h is firs t a ppearing on
ea rt h was Jo hn the Baptist. But be
gi nn ing with ve rse 2. the prophecy
speaks o f Ch rist's seco nd co mi ng.
ye t future bu t now imminent.

No tice : "B ut who m ay a bid e th e
d ay o f his coming ? And who sha ll
sta nd when he a p pea re th'? Fo r he is
like a refine r' s fire. and like fu llers'
soa p: And he shall sit as a refine r
and purifier of silve r: and he sha ll
p urify the sons of Levi. and p urge
them as gold a nd silve r .. ." (M a
lachi 3 :2-3) .

All this is referring to ac tivities of
Ch rist a t his seco nd com ing - now
im mi nen t. None of this re fers to
a ny thi ng Jesus d id when here be
fo re .

Con tin ue . ve rse 5: "And I will
co me near to yo u to j udg ment; a nd
1 will be a swift witness agains t the
so rcere rs. an d aga ins t the ad u lte re rs.
a nd aga inst fal se swea re rs. a nd
aga ins t those th a t o ppress [defra ud]
the hi reling in his wages. th e widow.
a nd th e fa the rless. and th a t tu rn

as ide the stra nger fro m his rig ht.
a nd fear not me. sa ith the Lo rd o f
hosts."

All thi s refers to C hrist's seco nd
corning i ll our lime! So when the
p roph e t foretold th e human rne sscn 
ge e. pre parin g th e wa y be fore
C hrist' s co ming. he referred to John
the Baptist (see M ark 1:1-3) o n ly
typica lly as a fore runner or type of
one to prepare the u'a)' before Christ's
second coming!

This leads d irectly to Jesus' grea t
prophecy in M a tthew 24 . It refers to
REVI VI NG the great com mission 
the True gos pel me ssage of the co m
in g kingdom o r God. C hrist's sec
o n d co mi ng is to res to r e th e
govern me n t of God and esta b lish
th e kingd om of G od o n ea rt h I A nd
the \Iy'ay IS I N D EED el'ell now heing
prepa red be fore C hrist's re turn to
rule.

T ha t. co-workers and breth ren . is
wh at the living Christ is doing right
now through me. th rough Ga rner
Ted. a nd through His co-worker s
a nd chu rch wh ich sta nds loyally be
hind us in th is tremendous age-en d
commission!

It' s tim e we allow ed the livin g
G od 10 open our ~yes to the awesome
co mmission he has committed to us.
It' s the most im po rtant Work given
a ny human be ing s in the past 1900

(Co nt inued 01/ page 30)
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Rampant inflation, the energy
cris is, th e arms race, famin e,
an d overpopulation - these
are the problems . Some say
only a world go vernmen t can
pro vide the answers. But what
k ind of world governmen t
and on w hose terms?

THE NAT IONS of the wor ld are
"delicately po ised" on the
verge of a historic era . ac

cord ing to United States Secreta ry
of Sta te Henry Kissinger. "The next
decade." says Dr. Kissinger. "cou ld
either be ... one of the great period s
of huma n crea tivity - or it could be
the beginning of extraordi na ry dis
a rray."

In a long philosophic d iscussion
with ve te ra n New York Times news
man Jam es Resto n before he left for
the M iddle East on one of his ma ny
" fire-figh ting" trips. Dr. Kissinger
ca lled for a "visible a nd dra ma tic
down turn in the arms race" a nd a
ne w spir it of interdepe nde nce in or
der 'to avoid uncontrollable world
wid e politica l, eco no m ic and socia l
chaos.

"I f we do not get a recogni tion of
ou r interdepende nce ." he said. "the
Western civiliza tio n th at we now
ha ve is almos t ce rta in to dis inte
grate. beca use it will first lead to a
series of rivalries in which each re
gion will try to maximize its ow n
specia l ad van tages."

Such ac tio ns. asserted the Secre
tary. would inevit a bly lead to tests
of strength of one so rt or a no ther.
Dom estic crises wou ld be certa in to
eru pt in man y co unt ries with more
a nd m o re auth o r itari an mod el s
eme rging to try to resto re order. But
in the end, st ressed Dr. Kissinge r,
th e world would "certa in ly have
crises which no lead ershi p is able to
deal with, and proba bly military
co nfront ations . . . ."

PA LESTINIAN leader Yasir Arafat
speaking before the U.N: Genera l
As semb ly last November. /9 74 saw
a trend toward dominance of the
V .N. by Third World nations .
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Scorecard for 1974

World events d uring the past
twel ve months ech o Dr. Kissinger's
growing concern. By all means of
mea surement, 1974 was not a ve ry
good yea r.

For one. the fu ll impact of the
Mideast war of the previou s autumn
began to exact its toll. prop elling
major oil-cons um ing nati on s in to
double-digi t inflation. The gia n t
gushe r of wea lth pouring int o the
coffers of the Mideast o il shei kdoms
has occurred so rap idly and is of
suc h ma gnitude that eco no m ists of
all pe rsuasion s ha ve been un abl e to
come up wi th worka ble solutio ns to
co pe wi th th e unprecedented situ
a tion . Meek pro posals to " recycle'
th e tens of bill ions of Ara b-held
" petrodo lla rs" back into th e indus
trial wor ld th rou gh loans and in
vestme nts a ppear. a t best. as short 
term. stop -gap measures.

The indust rial ized nati on s appear
para lyzed. un able to halt the slide
in to a de epening, worldwide reces
sion. Some econo mic a na lysts fea r
in ten sive trade co nflicts could erupt
as nat ion after nat ion, seeking to
right nega tive trade ba lances, at
tem p ts to pu sh ex po rts and. at th e
sa me tim e. limit th e importation of
goods from othe rs.

Nuclear Club Exp ands

Du ring 1974 imp overished Ind ia
shocked the wor ld with the ex
plosion of a nuclear " device.' It was
the by-p roduct of India 's ow n nu 
clear reacto rs. ostensibly bu ilt for
th e genera tion of nu clear power for
"peace ful" uses. Ind ia thus join ed
fe llow mem bers United Stat es, So
viet Union, Britain. France a nd
China as a member in the now not
so-excl usive nucle ar clu b.

The nuclear fraternity could ex
pand some more in 1975 or soon
the rea fte r. In December, Isra eli Pres
ident Ephrai m Kat zir told th e world
wha t every one a lready knew: that
Isra el " has th e potential " to mak e
a tom ic weapon s "a nd if we need it
we'll do i t." Thus for th e first time
offi cia l confirmat ion was given to
speculation tha t the tiny Jewish

state is ready to produce - and
some insid ers be lieve already may
have produced - nuclea r a rms.

With U.S. promises of "peaceful"
nuclear assistance to Egypt. a lso
made during 1974, the seeds of far
grea te r future con flicts III the
Mi ddle East ha ve been sown. Un
less the Midd le Eas t " time bomb" is
diffused. said U.S. Senator J. W.
Fu lbright in a major address in No
vem be r, th e world cou ld see a new
wa r. a ren ewed oil boycott, and pos 
sibly "co nseq uences th ere ra ngi ng
from a no the r G reat Depression to
Arm ageddon itself."

Arms Limit - On
Escalation?

At the tail end of th e year. the
two nucl e a r s u p e r po we rs , the
United States and th e Soviet Union.
reportedly engineered a "brea k
thr ou gh " on arms contro l.

T he mild eupho ria of th e Vladi
vostok summit bet ween Presiden t
Ford and General-Secretary Brezhnev
quickly dissipat ed once the detail s of
th e " arms ceiling" becam e kn own . If
any thing , the arm s race will on ly be
slowed to a bri sk tro t. more easily
a ffordable by th e stra ined eco no mies
of bo th protagonists.

Restrain ts wer e agreed to on th e
number of delivery ve hicles (mis 
siles or manned bo m bers). But no
restrictions were placed on repl ac ing
ex isting missiles (or pla nes) with
more advance d types.

T he Vladivostok agreement al so
took no effec tive measures towa rd
contro lling th e dev elopme nt a nd de
ploym ent of M IRVed missiles (mis
siles with mult iple warheads wh ich
can be independe ntly aimed at sep 
a ra te targets).

Each side was to be pe rmitted
1.320 MIRVed missiles. But since
th e Sov iet s do not ye t ha ve any op
erationa l M IRV s, the ag reeme nt
would pe rmit th em to proceed with
a very large (but also costly) program.

According to a former officia l of
the U.S. Arms Contro l and Dis
arma me nt Agen cy. the " ceilings"
reach ed at Vladivostok were "set so
high as to be almos t meaningless."
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- Presid ent Valery Giscard
d'Estamq of France

The Year of the Great
Conference

/

the marine a nd mineral wea lth of
th e oc ea ns.

Day a fte r day in Ca racas. 90
m imeograph o pera to rs. slavi ng over
27 m achi nes a rou nd the clock.
chu rned out 250.000 pages of docu
ments - speeches. position papers.
technica l rep ort s - every 24 hours.
True to th e com plexi ty of int er
na ti on a l m eetin gs. a batt er y o f
tran s lators and typ ist s pre pared
each documen t in three. sometimes
five "w ork ing languages" of th e con
fer ence . The C hi nese lan gua ge
pre sen ted a unique prob lem . how
ever. Sin ce the U.N. sta ll' fa iled to
brin g to Ca racas C hi nese ty pe
writers with their com plex an d cum
be rso me keyboards. all documents
in Chinese had to be la boriou sly in
scr ibed by ha nd .

At th e end of the 2'h mo nth ses
sion. th e list of docum ent s a lone ran
to more than 160 pa ges.

W ha t were th e res ults o f ten
week s of speeches. debates. pro
ced ura l a rgu me nts a nd poli tical bar
ga ining? Not mu ch. I'm a fraid . A
reporter for the Wall Str eet Journal
su mmed th ings up on the last da y of
the Caracas epi sod e :

" In ten full weeks the representa
tives of 150 countries at the biggest
intern a tional m e eting in hi st o ry
hav en't eve n go tte n down to hard
negoti at ion s. They've j ust bee n sta t
ing a nd restating the ir posit ion s.

"But th is isn't discouraging to th e
5.000 diplomats a nd ex perts .. ..
Draft ing a treaty acceptab le to the
myr iad natura l and business interest
involved is a task of monumenta l
complexity, and many of the ocnference
participa n ts seem resigned (0 making
the law ofth e sea their lives' work."

Th e conclusion then of th e con
fer ence. acco rd ing to the Journal 's
Ba rry Newma n:

"After 70 days of talk abo ut a law
to gov er n the ocea ns a nd their re
so urces. th e co nfe re nce is making
only one firm de cision : to hold more
conferences. ..

Thus. while delegates to world
conferences argue sacred principles
of national self-interes t. milli on s
sta rve. world popula tion surges on

But uni versal representation is
not syno ny mo us with success - an d.
in fac t, may be inve rsely pro por
tion al to it. The mo re people and
the grea ter th e number of nati on s
a tten d ing th ese confe rences . the
more cultura l. polit ical a nd ideo
logical differences seem to manifest
them selves.

The growi ng rift between the de 
veloped a nd underdeve lope d na
tion s doome d from th e beginning
th e first-eve r Worl d Pop ula tion
Conference he ld in Bucharest. Ro
mania in Au gust. The sa me divisive
fact or made a political sha mbles out
of the in itial World Food Confer
ence three months later in Rome.

These two conferences drew more
publ ic a tten tion than a third maj or
in te rna tiona l parley - th e Law of
the Sea Conference held during th e
summe r in Caracas. Venezuela . But
it was the latter. with its near total
ab sence of co ncrete results. which
revea led th e m en tal pove rty of
hum an s to a rrive a t mutua lly ac
ceptable so lutions to co mmo n prob 
lems.

For ten long weeks. 5.000 dele
ga tes from 150 nati on s a nd region s
wer e assembled in Ca racas - the
bi ggest intern a tional co nfere nce
ever held . They were th ere for one
reason : to try to come to grips wi th
th e growing problem of a na rchy on
th e high seas. At issue were confl ict 
ing cla ims to territori al water limits.
the size an d j urisd ict ion of off-shore
"economic zones." a nd proposals to
esta blish guide lines for exploi tin g

T !Ieworld is 1I11!1appy . II is 1111 -
happv because it doesn 't know

where it is goi llg and because it
senses that, if it k new, il would
discover that it \l'as heading f or
disaster.

.r

If 1974 sa w no end to the arms
spira l. it ush ered in th e era of the
great conference - mass spectacles
of po lit ical and technical experts
ga thered in gia n t world conclaves to
discuss major issues affect ing the en
tire huma n rac e.

No known project of either country
will be stopped or slowed by it. In
fact. incen tives \v·i ll be provide d for
going a hea d wit h weapons pr o
gra ms not cove red und er the lim ita
tion s of the new agreeme nt.

Thus th e insan e arms spiral. in a
perverse twist. ha s only picked up
new momentum. In a speech before
the United Na tions G eneral Asse m
bly in la te Oct ober. America n Sena
tor Stua rt Sym ington revealed tha t
the Uni ted States al rea dy has a nu 
dear weapons stockpile equal to
615.365 " Hiroshima- size" atom ic
bo m bs. ea ch equ ivalent to 20.000
ton s of TNT.

The former secreta ry of the Air
Force al so told U .N. delegates :
"T he re are now six members of the
nuclear club - six scorpions in th e
bott le in st ead of th e o r ig ina l
two . . . a nd as each month pa sses it
becom es mo re probable that soon
there may well be 20 scorpions in
the sa me bottle."

Thus. as th e wo rld turns th e cor
ner into 1975. the nuclea r ar ms race ,
far from subsidi ng, shows eve ry sign
of renewed growth - o r " prog ress
toward oblivion."
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Needed: Something New

On October 14. 1974 Dr. Aur elio
Peccei. executive committee spokes
man of the Club of Rome warned in
Wes t Ber lin th a t o n ly a new
"humanist philosophy" can avert
the da nger of worldwide socia l an d
politica l chaos.

Speaking a t the opening of the
Club 's four-day conference on prob
lems of world devel opment. Dr.
Peccei sa id the world 's political and
social structure was cracking under
overpopulation. insufficient food
production and economic devel
opment. a downward drifting world
economy. and growing inequality
between the rich and the poor.

do so toward a ll . . . it was not only
illogical to oust the Pretoria Gov
ernment at a moment when it is
showing serious signs of reform but
blatantly unjust in terms of a ll other
transgressors. past and present. wh o
have smilingly kep t and still keep
their sea ts in so-ca lled respec tabil
ity's greatest club: '

The same decay and paralysis
which sunk the O ld League of Na
tions is settling in on its modern day
counterpart.

I think oJmy selfas a historian more than
a statesman. As a historian . yOIl ha ve

to be conscious of the fact that ere,:\"
civilization that has el'er ex isted has
ultimately Jailed. H iSIOIJ" is a tale oj
efforts that Jailed. of aspirations that
weren't realized, of wishes that were
fulfilled and Th en turned out to be
different from what are expected. So.
as a historian, one has to live with a sense
oj Th e ine vitability of Tragedy . As a states
man, one has to act on the assumption ...6\ "

that problems can be solved. -#~I~~, ..
- Henry KIssinger In a conv ersanon ~ ~~
with New York Times columnist I ~/ ,
James Reston. Oct. 13 I, ,/ II{ , ~

ilj/'t;1~:. ':
• I / .

I

year, excommunicated two member
sta tes. South Africa and Israel. from
two of its forums. Co mpo und ing the
tragedy. a representative of a terror
ist organization was accorded vir
tu al head-of-state honors.

Th e expulsion of Sou th Africa
fro m the Genera l Assem bly not
only was illegal according to the
U.N.' s own ru les. but highly unethi
cal and hy pocr itical. New York
Times colu mnis t C. L. Sulzberger
put the action in words that cannot
be imp roved upon :

" Right now. the black sta te of
Ugan da [which sits in the Assem bly]
is involved in one of the weirdest.
most cruel patterns of government
brut ality. Chopping up oppone nts
an d feedin g them to crocod iles is
not a lesser sin than South African
segrega tion. And Cha d (which a lso
voted) sometimes buries Christians
a live in anthills.

"When Stalin still rule d Russia .
millions of its people were in prison
camps or execution cellars.... But
Russia remained a pillar of the
U.N.....

"If an international organization
int ends to prac tice fair play - a ba
sic obj ective of the U.N . - it shou ld

Two Choices:
In terdependence or An archy

It should be obvious to thinking
peop le that something is fund am en 
ta lly wron g with the structure of
human society. Virtu a lly every dip
lomat today, and man y politi cal sci
entists and philosophers as well.
ac kno wled ge th e growing in ter
dependence of individ ua l nat ion
sta tes. They stress that only through
internation al coopera tion can any
head way be made toward solving
the major issues confronting man
kind as a whole.

O n the ot her han d . ve ry few
world lead ers a re willing to sacrifice
short-term nation al self-interests for
the sa ke of lo nge r-te rm in te r
nat ional well-being.

The world. in short. is in a state of
ana rchy.

Years ago. I heard No rman Cous
in s . e di to r of Satu rday R e
view / Wor ld make an interestin g
observation in a speech in Los An
geles. He com pared the world to a
neig hbo rhood of 130 or 140 individ
ual citizens each doing their ow n
thing - with no centra l govern
ment al autho rity. no enforcea ble
laws. and no police o r othe r regu
la to ry ag encie s to guide in ter
personal relations.

Wh at be tter descr iption o f the
world today . And one other obser
vation migh t be made too : the
United Nations - which some vi
sionaries had hoped at one l ime
wou ld be the nucle us of a wor ld
government - is in no position to
regulate the affairs of the "world
neighborhood ." Instead. during
1974 cracks developed in the U.N.'s
flimsy house-of-cards structure that
may be impossible to repair. In
tended to be a world clearing-house
for the d iscussion of all points of
view, the U.N. and one of its re lat ed
agencies instead. during the past

virtu a lly unchecked. and the plun
der of the riches of the deep in
tensifies.

At times. it appears as if nothing
can hah mankind's lem ming-like
dive toward disaster.
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Dr. Peccei ca lled for a "hu ma n
philosophy of life. a new hu man
ism: ' based on jus tice and human
developme nt. Only a just a nd equi
ta ble society. he asserted. could
g uarantee proper. controlled soc ia l
and economic development.

At the West Berlin meeti ng Club
of Rom e me mbers discussed the ir
lat est report . "M an kind a t the Tu rn
ing Point" (the Cl ub roused a n
interna tio nal debate with its centro
versial first report on The Limits of
Growth in 1972).

The new boo k ca lls for a con
ce rted. coordina ted attack o n glo bal
problems to avoid. among other
things. a fut ure "apoca lypt ic" fam 
in e. The only answer. the study
shows. is for all natio ns. large and
sma ll. wealthy a nd poor. to develop
a phil osophy of internat iona l coop
e ra tio n a n d i n te rd ep e nde nce
wherein all peoples he lp a no ther for
mutu al ga in.

But is such a "radical " conce pt 
which really is " love thy nei ghbor as
thyself ' - likely to be tri ed in the
climate of contemporary wo rld af
fairs?

No Peace Wi t hout World
Government

According to American television
commentator. H arry Reasoner. "t he
onl y eventua l a nswer is some kind
of world govern ment. some kind of
lim it o n blo o dy nati ona l sove r
eignty. whe ther it is capi ta list or
communist. But there is no wo rld
lea der or nation o f a ny stature at all
even hinting a t that kind of thi ng ."

Th e need for s uc h a right.
"humane" world government. o r
dered by a philoso phy of "just ice
and equi ty: ' which can once a nd for
all so lve all of our mounting crise s
an d at the same time pu t an end to
the rifts and divi sion s withi n the
hum an fam ily is mo re obvious no w
than ever before in all of man 's ar
du ous history.

But me re need do esn 't gu aran tee
the desired result.

One of the most respected of all
co ntempo rary po litical scientists.
Ha ns J. Morgen tha u wrote in his

8

cla ssic text. Politics AmOllg Nations:
"T here is no shi rking the co n

clusion that inte rnational peace ca n
no t be perman ent wit hout a wo rld
state. and that a world state cannot
be estab lished under the present
mo ral. social and po litical co nd i
tion s of the world : '

Professor Morgenthau adds with
double emphasis: "There is also no
shirking the further conclusion that
in no per iod o f modern history was
civi lization more in need o f per
ma nen t peace a nd . hen ce . of a
world sta te. a nd that in no period of
modern history were the moral. so
cia l. a nd politi ca l co nditions of the

There is no shirking the con
clusion that international peace
cannot be permanent without
a world s tate, and that a world
s tate canno t be es tablished
under the present m oral, social
and political conditions of the
world.

- Hans J Morgenthau

wo rld less favorable for the es tab
lishment of a world state ." ( Politics
A m Ollg Not ions , Ha ns J. M o r
gentha u. fourth edition . 1967. p.
495.)

Wha t a di lem ma ' There ca n be
no peace with ou t a wo rld go vern
ment. Yet the co nd itio ns necessary
to bring it ab out are non existent in a
wo rld whe re close to fo ur billion
humans are d ivided in j ust about
every man ner possib le - politically.
ideologically. religiously. culturally.
philosophically. ethnically.

A world govern ment not hav ing
the suppo rt of the world at la rge .
kept in for ce th rou g h mi li tar y
power. adm its Mo rgenthau. wou ld
be a "tota litarian mon ster." Yct a
world body tha t attem pts to recon
ci le an d accommoda te all shades of
o pinion and o utlook is timi d and
powerless. unabl e to act with de ci
siv eness in tacklin g prob lems com
mo n to a ll.

Could it he that men. th rou gh the
ages. have ov erlooked and ignored
the very solution tha t they seek?

Fo r forty yea rs this magazine has
procla ime d the only hope for a
world rapidly hu rtling towa rd the
time when. except fo r the inter
vention of the Almight y God. " there
should no Ilesh be sa ved" (M atthew
24:22). Th e a nswe r is world govern
ment, but a right eou s. j ust go vern
men t of God. no t of mcn. T he
" kingdom of God" spoken of so
often in the pages of the Bible. is
that very go vernment. soon to be
established . It will be a literal wor ld
ruling go vernment. not a "fee ling"
in the heart o f pro fcssing Christians.

T hi s governmen t. head ed by
Jesus Christ. will be established
"w ith judgm en t and with j ust ice
fro m hen ceforth eve n for eve r"
(Isa ia h 9:7) . It will exercise ' j udg
ment and ju stice in the ea rth" (Jere
miah 23: 5).

Th is is the "j ust a nd eq uita ble so
c iety" men see k but have not been
a ble to find .

W hat 's Ahead for 19757

A little ov er a year ago. a co nte m
pora ry theologian was asked his
op in ion of the sha pe of the wor ld
a nd where man kind was head ed .

Aft er itemizing so me of human
ity 's he ada ches. the theologia n
stressed that a nswers mu st soon be
fo und. adding that. with an ana logy
to mot ion pictures. "no God is go ing
to step in and save us du ring the last
reel. ..

T he Bible - especia lly the 24t h
cha pter of Matthew - clearl y says
otherwise. And this theologian 
the word literally means a study of
God (theos) - sho uld have kn own
bett er. W itho ut G od 's interve ntion
to put a stop to human folly. the re
wou ld indeed be no hope.

Wh a t is ah ead for 1975? More of
the sa me as 1974 - o nly more so.
Cond itions will worsen year by yea r
unt il men and nat ion s govc rned by
th e downward . sel f-cente red pu lls of
human natur e. arc forced to realize
thcy ca nno t wise ly rule themselves
or o thers . an d tha t the only system
of governme nt that ca n possibly
wor k is one broug ht by an d admin
istered by God him self.

T he need was never greater. 0
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PER HAP S ON LY a few tim es in a
. generat ion do men of courage

rise who spe nd the ir lives for
othe rs. In thi s issue of the Plain
Truth. we ope n up to our readers th e
co nce rns and the ded ica tion of a
man of th a t stature. who at thi s mo
m en t is a t his wor k of sav ing a
peopl e. He is Jean-Pierre Hallet. ex
plore r a nd aut hor. An d the people
about to perish. for whom he is
sp e nd in g his life a nd physica l
energies. are the Pygm ies of the
Ituri Fo rest in the hear t of Africa.

Jean-Pierre Hall et has been a
reader of the Plain Trut h for three
yea rs . We ca n do no less tha n
present to our mult iple m illion s of
other readers aroun d the world his
story with th ese bea utifu l a nd re
vea ling ph otos. Her e are his own
words from conversa tions with us:
A s a child. I was for tunate to grow

J-\. up in Africa wit h thc ph ysi
ca lly sma ll people ca lled Pygmies.
Back then. in the 1930's. there were
a bo ut 35.000 of these heal thy, de
l igh tfull y h ap py a nd h igh ly ex-_
pressive people. as exe mplified by
the you ng ma n playi ng here the
five-string Pygm y bow ha rp . Twenty
years la ter. as an adu lt. I was agai n
reunited with my for me r playma tes
whom I respected and loved . Profes
sionally, I was a bush socio logist
a nd agro nom ist fo r the Belgia n
Co ngo . Rwanda an d Burund i. I d id
everything from d iagnosing pla n t
d iseases to de live ring babies.

To know an d un dersta nd my
Pygmy friends better, I left beh ind
"civiliz ation." and in Ja nuary 1957 I
wal ked into the ta ngled sha dows of
the Ituri Forest in the eastern Co ngo
(now Zai re). For eig hteen mon th s I
lived wi th the m as a n adop ted
member of th e Efe Pygm y society.
learning the hard way to appreciat e
their unique life-style, th eir high
1110ral va lues. their spiritua l under
standing , and thei r wisdom.

But I a lso beca me aware of th e
m any physical problems th reaten ing
th eir surviva l. The Pygm ies' ances
tral forest was be ing increasin gly
cho pped down by greedy lumber
op era tors. thus rob bing them of the
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AN EFt WOMAN (top) puts la st
to uch on th e doorway of a traditional
Pyg m y h u t, a prim itive ve rs ion of a
geodesic do me, loo k in g lik e a s hag g y
green igloo. Left. a grandmother
shows h er grandda ughter how to
thatch the hut with il ipi leaves . Bot
tom left, Pygmy ch ildre n are ex
tremely alert, with a great sense of
humor . Belo w , in the frame of a
traditional dan ce, a five year ol d i s
blowing an a ts i m ade fro m th e h orn
of a fores t buffalo.

10

animals they hunted. The Efe were
forced to live in the blisteri ng trop
ical sun for which their bodi es were

. un prepared . Bantu a nd Sudan ese
Negro planta tions were creeping in
from all sides. Tourists came in
droves bringing peanuts. cigarettes
a nd suga r. The Pygmies sta rted to
succumb to new diseases. suffering
from a high mortal ity rate and
being reduced to about 25 .000.
A bove all they suffered fro m loss of
basic human d ign ity . slid ing into
feudal serfdom to the benefit of
their tall African neighbors.

On June 26. 195 7. a fter grea t dif
ficult ies. I managed to liberate every
Ere (the o nly true. pure-blooded Af
rican Pygmies in the Eastern lturi
Forest) from these bonds of se rfdom
by obta in ing from the Nande Negro
chieftains o f Beni a n official "eman 
cipat ion proc la ma tio n." At the sa me
time I establish ed for th e Ere Pyg
mies a realist ic se lf-help program
ba sed o n the pro gres sive in
troduction of agriculture an d be tte r
sanita tion to compensate for the loss
of their forest home.

During these eighteen months in
the Itu ri Forest. ( tau ght the a lleg
edly unteach a ble Pygm ies how to
read. write. a nd do sim ple arithme 
tic. mainly for th e purpose of pro v
ing tha t they were as able 1O lea rn as
their forme r masters - if not more
so. I taught them cro p ro tati on and
use of improved selected bree ds to
ena ble th em to compete o n a more
equal foo ting with neighboring Ne
gro tribes.

But in 1960 came pol itica l ind e
pe ndence to the Belgian Co ngo . a nd
with it chaos. rebellion and civ il
wa r. Bein g by nature nona ggressive.
my Pygm y friends we re th e first to
suffer. They were ra p idly redu ced to
some 15.000 . Victims of ne w harass
men ts - having to pay income tax .
be ing drafted into the Zaire army.
suffering from enforced loss of cui
ru ral identity - th ey kept on d yin g
at a n increasi ng rate despit e my
lonely e fforts . Today there arc o n ly
so me 3.800 "pure-blooded" Pygm ies
left.

In Africa. more th an o ne hundred
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MOST OF THE Pyg m y food comes
from the vege ta b le world (top l eft) .
Veg etables, roots, fruits , mushroom s,
vines and lea ves are the m ain part of
the da ily m eal. I mmediatel y above ,
a child, although uncomfortable , is
soun d asleep, feeling se cure as th e
m other prepares the family s tew.
Quite often young girls, em ula t i ng
th eir mothers, go on a firewood
sa fari (t op right) . They are not sup er
vised by adults in spite of the fa ct
that they range in age from 2 112 to 5
years ol d. They carry as much wood
as their s t reng th allows. In the
mysterious world ofgiant trees, vines
and ferns, two boys (rig h t) on a
monkey hun t are as comfortable on
a slipp ery h igh branch as they would
be on the g ro und.
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fifty thousand square miles of na
tional parks and gam e reserves are
dedicated to the preservation of the
nora and fauna . To da te. not a
single square mile has been se t aside
to aid the surviva l of the Pygmies.
Cen tra l Africa 's oldest known sur
viving people.

Their Ituri Forest home has been
reduced. at present. to less than ten
thousand square miles. This area
comprises only 6 2/3 percent of the
land reserved for the African ani
mals . I believe that the Pygmies
have the right to live in this small
remnant of their origina l land . I am
now head ing an orga nization dedi
cated to the goa l of secur ing for the
Pygmies their original forest land.

In an effort to make more people
aware of the uniqu eness of the Afri
can Pygmies an d the tragedy of
their imminent extinction, I wrote
my major publication Pygmy Ki
tabu. But I felt that something visual
was also imperative. So. in the fall
of 1972. I made a full-length docu
men tary on the Efe Pygmies. want
ing to raise fund s to help them in
thei r struggle for survival. T he Zaire
government was about to rule that
the Pygmies could not be photo
graphed . since they felt that becau se
of their "primitive" appea rance ,

12

they are bad public relations for the
new na tion . With great difficulti es I
managed to produce this graphic
docu me nt. incorporati ng in 90
minu tes the essence of a lifetim e of
observation and understanding 
the first and last ever to be made. It
was a labor of love and an almost
impossible task because of daily
rain, govern ment pressures. lack of
competent help. and my own physi
cal limitat ion d ue to the loss of my
right hand in 1955.'

Upon my return to the United
States I immediate ly sta rted work
ing full-time on the film with Hanna
Rom an. a very competent editor.
Members of the Plain Truth staff
became interested in my work. In
September 1973 the film "Pygmies"
was shown at a press preview at the
Aca demy Award Theater in Los
Ange les. It was a grea t success:
stan ding ovation an d excellent trade
reviews.

The film follows the Ere Pygmies '
life from birt h to death. showing th e
strange customs surrounding the

'In 1955 Jean -Pierre Hallet set out with a few black
helpers to relieve a desperate famine among the
Pygmo id or pari-Pygmy Mosso tribe of Burundi.
He emerged from this mission of mercy single
handed after an acciden tal dynamite explosion
blew o ff his right hand above the wrist. He wrote of
lhi" and myriad o ther ex perie nces in his exciting
book Congo Kirahu.

Pygmy birth which takes place in
the river. the colorful marriage cere
mony. and the moving cremation
rit ual. Th eir amaz ing precoc ity and
artistic creativity are illustrated for
the first time on the screen. Also
shown is the sacred Tore ceremonial
which precedes the hunt. and possi
bly the last filmed elephant spear
hun t. T he Pygmies' treme ndo us
warm th and the depth of their full
range of emotions are felt through
out. The powerful narration by
Lome Greene enriches its visual im
pact. The film implies that these
wise and once ha ppy so- ca lled
primitive people hold a key to Oll r

emotional. mental and physica l sur
vival. sugges ting that "civilized" so
ciety should establish a profound
and real istic understanding of life 
not as an automated existence. but
rat her as a bas ic privilege.

I was sure that the film would be
well accepted . I never expected it to
be repeatedly rejected during the
next yea r by all the major distribu
tors. for being "too honest. too art is
tic .. . too good" - just not a
commercial movie which woul d go
for thc average aud ience. "How do
you expect people to pay .. . to see a
picture that has no sex. no violence.
no suspense and no staged drama -

PLAIN TRUTH January 1975



A T BIRTH, a Pygmy baby, far left, is
ra ther large . Pro portionally, the Pyg~

mies have th e largest babies in th e
world, sometimes re a ching eight
pounds. Traditiona/ly Pygmies dis
p os e d of their dead with a crema
tion ri tual. Toda y it is again s t the
law and they are forced to practice
conventional burial (center photo) .
Above, Yobu, a six-veer-old boy, is cry
ing over his m other 's death. His father
died two months earlier. Th e y both
succumbed to n e w d iseases resulting
from the impact of " ci viliz a tion ."

a film that nobody ca n 're late to?" I
was told . I was d isgusted . since I
be lieve that many peop le arc eager
for qual ity an d meaning in a moti on
picture. However. I was determined
to convey the plight of the Pygmi es.
and I selected Sa n Francisco. Ca li
fornia as the ideal city for the in
trodu ction of my film . The Sa n
Fran cisco Zoolog ica l Society and
the Ca liforn ia Academy of Sciences
sponso red for me th ree larg e bene fi t
pro gram s. Another success. On the
streng th of that. I finally persuad ed
a loca l theat er circuit to run "Pyg
mies" in a regular theat er. The re
views were exce llent and viewers
seemed to be impressed . touched
a nd. a bove all. awa re of how unique
the Pygmi es a re a nd why it is so
important to give them possib ly
th eir last cha nce to stay a live.

Few. it see ms. know that the Pyg
mies. long be fo re the coming of the
Eu ropean to Africa . possessed an
en lightened philosophy a nd laws
regu lating their relationsh ip to one
ano the r. to the ir forest env iro nme nt.
a nd to a crea to r-de ity. Th ey eve n
prayed aloud to that heavenly deity.
usu ally add ressed by the fam iliar
sound ing title "o ur Father." They
claim to have personally received
from this deity a loft y moral cod e

wh ich forbid s ki ll in g. adul tery.
lying. theft. bla sphemy. devil wor 
ship and sorcery. dis respect toward
e lde rs a nd othe r form s of m is
be hav ior. Pygm ies do not indulge in
ca nnibalism. human sacrifice. mut i
Iatiun . sorcery. ritual murder. inter
tr iba l war. in itiat ion ordeals or a ny
of the other cruel custom s associ
a ted with equ at oria l Africa .

In Pygmy life. hunters - no ma t
ter how hungry - br ing ga me back
to ca mp where it is di vided up
amon g members of the hand . (T his
is one of the laws thei r deity gave to
his Ituri Forest con gregat ion .) T ra
dit ionally. coo ked ga me is not ea ten
unt il a brief pr ayer is in toned while
a littl e tid bit of meat is either tossed
into th e a ir (th e d irection of the tra
dition al hom e of "o ur Fa ther") or
wra pped in a large lea f a nd placed
in the fork of a nearby tree (a n act
which ra ises it from the ea rth as an
offering). These acts. now nearly totally
neglected in the ir struggle to surv ive.
let the deity know tha t his Pygmi es do
not tak e food for gra nted.

The Pygmy conce pt of God. in
contrast to the ir tall black neighbors
befo re the coming o f the Europea ns.
is enlightening. " In th e beg inning:'
sai d a Pygmy eld er. " God lived with
men and gave them his comma nd-

•

JEAN-PIERRE HALLET
shown here among a typica l Pygmy

extended fam ily , was born in
Lou vain. Be lg iu m , in 19 2 7 . H is

fathe r, And re Hallet , was a pain ter
of Af rican landscapes and portraits .

After spe nding h is chil dhood in
t he Congo, J ean -Pierre Hallet

ret u rn ed in 1 948 to l ive an d work
among seventeen di ffe ren t Af ri can

t ribes. He ha s m an ag ed to re vis i t
his adopted people eve ry yea r,
bri nging back a wea lth of n ew
facts on the Pygmies ' cu lture,

philosop hy and re ligion . He has also
co mpiled t he fi rs t di ct ionary and

gra m matica l st udy of t he Efe
Py gmy lan gu ag e and has

ph otographed and filmed each
as pect of their dai ly life .
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ments. He created the world . He can
never die . If he did, the whole world
woul d perish with him. God dwells
on high. in the Firmamen t. God is
the Lord above a ll thin gs. He reigns
also over men , whose actions he
wa tches day and night. "

Now. why should we in the West
ern world - beset by inflation ,
unemployment. etc. - care a bout a
dyin g race tho usands of miles away?
Th e world is not so large that we
ca n ignore wha t is going on even a
few thousand miles distant. and any
human tragedy that occurs there
may happen her e soo ner or lat er.
Have we forgo tten wha t happened
in Europe a nd in Asia du ring World
War II? T he ma in poin t as far as we
civilized peop le are concerned is
tha t we have one last oppor tunity to
preserve a peopl e who would other
wise d isappear - a peop le whose
simple wisdo m. reflected in hum an
relationships and fam ily ties. should
make us think about and seek a re
alistic comprom ise between our self
destruction , often blind technology
and a simple. hon est way of life.

Should these peo ple, despite their
human limitat ions in which we all
share. be depr ived of the right to life
in tomorrow's world? What if we
were in their situa tion - and they in
ours? With the help of good- hea rted
people. I have developed a feas ible
plan for preserving part of the Itur i
Forest which. with enough money.
could assure the relative stahility of
the Pygmies' society before it is too
late.

I devote the proceeds of my film
and books to the PYG"Y FUND.' as
well as my life's energies. But alone
I cannot save an entire race from
extinction . Substantial help is ur
gently needed if we are to save the
survivors. I would like to say in con
clusion a warm and very sincere
"than k you" to the people who have
a lready helped and to the ones who
will care enough to become in
volved . 0

"The address o f the PYG ~' Y F UND is 5630 w est 79th
Stree t. Los Ange les. Ca lifo rnia 90045. Informa tion
abo ut the availability of the film or lectures can be
ob tained by institu tions and org aniza tions at the
sa me add ress.

THE PYGMIES developed a tite-stvte
respecting the wondrous marvels of
the Ituri Forest (opposite page). I n
the middle are a child. a young adul t.
and an old m an who s till belong to
the uncorrupted EM way o f life of
Central Africa 's oldest known people.
In contra st. the three m en below are
rathe r pathetic examples o f the
impact of ce st-ott W estern clothing
on Pygmies in se r vi t ude to Bantu
neighbors. Th ey con vey the tragedy
of the loss o f cul tural identity and
their basic human dignity . To reverse
the tragedy be sett ing the Pygmies.
funding is used to provide medica
tion when needed. to se cure land.
to buy tools and seeds - none of
which the Pygmies can afford to buy
on th eir own . This aid is to co mp en 
sa te for the d estructive effect of th e
accelerated reduction of th e forest
on their lives and cul ture - since
they rec eive no support locally. Their
on ly h ope for survi va l is from ou ts i de
help.
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ARECENT survey of 1.600 ran 
domly selected New Yorkers
revea led th at on ly one percent

of th em we re inn ocen t of a majo r
felon y th at co uld land them in j ai l
for a yea r o r mo re. Th e average re
spondent was guilty of fifteen or
more such cri me s.

New Yo rk. of course. is no ted for
its crime rate. but the sa me type of
survey was also taken in America' s
" Sible Belt." Respecta ble college
students fro m m idd le cla ss Texa n
families were found. in thi s survey.
to be only sligh t ly less gui lty of seri
ou s felonies than were their less for
lu na te con tempora ries who we re
se rving time in th e local reforma
w ries or sta le pe nite n tia ries.

The main difference betwee n the
" good" peop le a nd th e " bad" crim i
na ls in each survey seemed to be
tha t the co llege student in Texas
a nd the man on the street in Ne w
York Cit y bad been clev er enough
to escape detection a nd punishment.

Do Bad Guys Wea r
Black Hat s?

In the old West erns. it was easy to
spot the bad guy . He had a black
hat . if not a black hors e and black
shirt too. The hero, of course . had
the white hat.

The clues aren' t as obvious in
modern society, but most of us still
expect the world to be neatly di
vided int o good an d bad people: th e
Com munists vs. the Am ericans. the
cri minals vs. the good peo ple. or just
"our" tea m vs. your team.

Most of us have been erroneously
led to believe in such a black- vs.
white-hat dichotom y. One reason
for this unfortunate divi sion is the
glaring and obviou s evil of some
kinds of crime. The Roman Em
pire's g leeful martyrdom of the
Christians and the Tbird Reich's
met hodical elimina tio n or the Jews
a re two vivid exam ples.

These highly visible crimes have
only served to reinfo rce the publ ic's
m isconcept ion that th ey, as "good "
people. mu st rush to protect them
selves fro m the insid ious malevolent
cri mi na l c lemen t lurking some
where in the dark shadows ou t
there. just wai ting to "g et" them.

Bad Guys Wea r White
Hats Too!

" Good" people are keeping a bil 
lion dollar securities ind ustry in
bu siness design ing ever more so
phist icated me thods for keeping
"bad" people 011' their prope rty. Yet
those sa me worr ied cit ize ns who pa-

t ronize the paranoia market are ~

q uite often robbing the boss blind in ~

broad da yligh t! ~

The boss. in turn . may he cheat- .1;:. ~
ing the govern ment out of cor pora te
a nd personal income taxes. while

-"the go vern men t itself - not 10 be
~

outdone - may be subsidizing mass ~

murder in some distant country un- .::
der the gui se of pat riotism. capi tal
is m. a n d /o r reli gi ou s a n d
ideological causes.

Each link in th is chain of cr ime is
not so much concerned with his own
sins as he is in catching those who
are sinning against him. The con
cern of most anti -crime speeches is
the "crime exp losion" reflected in
r .B.1. sta tistics. T his. or course, rc
fleets only the most obvious vio lent
be havior. The seven F.Il.1. index
cr imes cove r murder. rape. assau lt
robbery. auto theft . larceny and
burglary. Nothing else,

Most or these seven deadl y srns,
however. go unreported or unde
tected . In the sanctity of the Ameri
can home. aggravated assault often
goes under the name "child beat
ing" ; forcible rape can occur be
tween hu sband and wife; larceny
takes place on the income tax form :
and misdemean ors such as d runke n
be havior. disturbance of the peace.
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pany tim e. o r fai lure to meet health
standa rds. build ing sta nda rds . or
tr ue weigh ts and measur es. Th is
a lso includes failure to help those
wh o a re obviously in need. or ac
cepting bribes to turn yo ur eyes
away from ille ga l prac tices.

Ho pefu lly. by now we can say
with Pogo . " \Ve ha ve met the ene my
and he is us: ' Naturally. most of us
a ren' t vicious crimina ls in black hats
- in fact. most of us b rist le a t the
sugges tio n we migh t be A NY form of
crim inal - bu t the bu lk of h umanity
certa in ly is "c rimina loid : ' a term
coined 68 yea rs ago by sociolog ist
Edward A. Ross.

He ex pla ine d th at a crimi na loid
wa s di fferent from a n ac tua l c rimi 
nal in a t least five ways: ( I) The
dom inan t character istic of the cr im i
nal oid is mor al insensitivity: he con
sisten tly follows a double standard
which justifi es his illeg al be ha vio r.
(2) The crimina loid is not a ntisoc ia l
by na tu re. a s a re many hardened
felon s. In fac t. the cr iminalo id is
usu a lly ci vic-m ind ed a nd hosp i
table.

by Gar y Alexander
and Cha rles Vinson

W hite Collar " Criminaloids"

When the av erage bread winner
mo ves fro m home to office. ano ther
k ind of unreport ed cr ime takes
place . Such di screet gray-Ilanne l fel
o nies a re o ften ca lled "wh ite co lla r
crime:' Th ese offenses include lax
evas ion. false co rpo rate au diting. se
cret sto ck d eal s. forgeri es. m a il
fraud. po litica l influen ce pcdd ling.
secre t gifts a nd bribes. wire ta pp ing .
a nd p rice-fixing . Frau d and em
bezzle me nt a lo ne cos t th e U. S.
eco no my about five times as much
a s a ll Bon n ie-a nd- Clyde-style bank
robberies . bu t embezzle ment is
o ften set tled d isc reetly out o f the
court. Open bank ro b be ry. on th e
o the r hand. ea rns a stiff pri son term.

Beyond cr ime in the ho me a nd
office. everyone is guilty of numer
ous crimes o f o missio n. the a rt o f
do ing nothing whe n yo u sho u ld d o
something. T his includes d oing per
sona l bu sin ess (o r not h ing) on co rn-

and pe rj ury go unnot iced . un re
port ed . a nd usu all y u n p uni sh ed
wh en comm itt ed within th e fam ily.

WILL THE REAL CRIMINAL
[P[l~ffi~~

~Uffimrn
rn[p~
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(3) The crimina loid practices a
pro tec tive mimicry of the good. a
form of god liness. (4 ) T he crimi na l
oid hid es with in th e support of a
loca l specia lized society. putting loy
a lty to it before ethi cs toward so
ciety : (5) The crimina loid flouri sh es
in his cr imes until discovered by
o utside investigati on . He will not
quit vo lunta rily (excerp ted from A I 
Iantic Monthl y, Ja n. 1907. pp . 44
50).

Very few of us can clai m to be
free of a ll five of the a bove charac
teristics. Unfortunately. such "white
collar" crime exceeds in vo lume the
overt crime of the F.R.1. ind ex.
which will account this year for ove r
two million burglarized homes. one
million stolen cars, one-third million
assaults a nd robberies. 40.000 rapes
an d 20.000 murders.

Can Crime Be Sto pped ?

Crime prevention is usu a lly ap
proached from the a ngle of self-pro
tectio n: Be ca reful ab ou t walking
the streets at night. Ou tfit a ll doors
wit h d ead -bolt lo c ks . W om e n.
screa m lo udly whe n attac ked. etc.

Ot hers stress that crime cou ld be
prevented if there were stiffer penal
ties. Reinstitute the death penalty
an d throw more hardened criminals
in prison for longer stretches. and
crime would decli ne . they claim .

Still o thers prefer to tak e the soci
ological overview, reasoning that if
everyo ne were comfortab ly middle
class. if inne r city ghetto poverty did
no t exist. then the incidence of
crim e would decrease .

None of the se ideas a re reall y
right or wron g by themselves. Taken
together. a ll three combined would
certainly diminish the crime rate. al
tho ugh at a cost of bi llions of do l
lars. But prisons. locks. and welfare
mo ney canno t cha nge the inne r mo
tivation cau si ng mo st crimes.

The on ly real solution lies in the
heart of each individ ual. As the
prophet Jerem iah wrote. "T he heart
[of man] is the most dec eitful thing
there is. and desperately wicked. No
one can rea lly know how bad it is!"
(Je r, 17:9. The Living Bib!e.)
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The big qu estion . then . is wha t on
ea rth can change crim inal mot iva
tio ns within hu man nature? Are
there any record ed exam ples of
large gro ups of peop le who ha ve
mana ged to overcome the prob lem
o f pub lic and priva te crim inal
action?

" Wha t Shall We Do?"

T he history of one such large
group is recounted in the bib lica l
book of Acts. Tens of thousa nds of
pe ople fro m al l nations o f th e
Midd le East a nd Near East were
co nvening on the day of Pen tecost
to hear the apostle Peter deliver
wha t turned out to be the first re
corded sermo n of the New Te sta
ment Christian C hurch.

Peter moved the overflowi ng
crowd to realize that they were di
rectly gui lty of a ca pita l crime. com
plicity in the mu rder of Jesus Christ.
Many o f the audience we re struck
with enou gh remors e to ask. " Wha t
sha ll we do?"

The answe r Peter gave them was
stra ightforwa rd a nd sim ple. He did
not advise them to go to the nearest
police constable and turn them
se lves in for vo luntary ma nslaug h
ter. He did not adv ise they do
penance in a pe nti tent iary.

Instead. he said. " Re pe nt. a nd be
baptized evcry one of you in the
name of Jesus C hrist for the remi s
sion of sins. and ye sha ll rece ive th e
gift of the Holy G host [Sp irit]" (Acts
2:38). H is a nswer must have been
quite effect ive. because ".. . they
that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the sa me da y there
were added unto them abo ut three
thou sand SO I/ !S " (Acts 2:41)

To the se 3.000 new Christians. the
word "repent" had a rather differ
ent connotatio n tha n today. since
the ranks of nomina l Ch ristianity
had no t yet been defile d by the
wi ld -eye d evange lists who see m
fond of making a mockery of the
experience. During Peter's day . to
"repent" meant si mply to make a
heartfelt decision to change o ne's
basically se lfish orientation into a
positive giving and serv ing way of
life.

This positi ve mental a ttitude is re
fleeted by the commands of Jesus to
"l ove you r neigh bor as yourself'
a nd " it is more blessed to give than
to rece ive:'

When thou sa nds of peopl e took
Christ's an d Peter's me ssage seri
ously. repen ted . a nd receiv ed the
Hol y Sp irit . th e ir ow n person al
crime ra te plummeted spectacularly.
Most importantl y, the ir "secret" si ns
a nd crimes d iminished forthwith .

YOUR Crime Ca n Be
St opped

No one seriously ex pects the en
tire nation or world to repent tomor
row. Short of the return of J esus
Christ a nd the millennium of his
rule . it would take an unthinkab ly
ha rsh pol ice sta te to eliminate all
c rime from " th is pr e se n t evi l
wo rld ."

Even in the most repressive so
cie ties o n earth. crime still exists.
There is no way you ca n stop crime
in others around yo u. Th erefo re it is
only sensible to take precau tions
aga inst becoming a victim of crime.

But far more impo rta nt tha n
these he lpful hints is the need to
realize who the real criminal is: all
of us ! To co ntrol crime everyone
should rea lize that there is all too
much of the criminal element in
everyone of us. and that eve n "law
abiding" cit izens are prone to co m
mit crimes o f co nvenience and o p
portunity.

Crime itsel f is not a disease. nor a
passing social phenomena o f the
twentieth century. but an unp leas
ant aspect of human nature we
could all control. Each person must
learn to regard his neighbor as
high ly as he regards hims elf. This is
the only ultimate solution to crime.
. Yo u've probabl y seen the T V
show "To Te ll the Truth" on wh ich
a ll three pa nel ists shuffl e in their
cha irs before o ne fina lly rises in re
sponse to the command. "Will the
rea! John Doe please stand up."

We ask. " Will the real criminal
please sta nd up?" If yo u sec the
point of this a rt icle and respond to
it. you may remain seated. 0
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EUROPE: CATASTROPHE ANDREVIVAL~

After Napoleon's down
fall even ts began to fall
i n t o place for the emer
gence o f the German
people as dominators of
the European continent.

THE PERIOD from 1814 to .
194 5 was a fascina ting
era in Europea n histo ry. T he

G erman na tion again surfaced and
became th e dom ina n t con tinen ta l
Europea n power. It was not the o ld
Ho ly Roman E mpire of the German
na tion. bu t a mil ita ristic-na tion 
alistic empire in full y mod ern ga rb.
a lmos t co mpletely shorn of the cere 
moni a l and rel igious accoutreme nts
of its medieval pred ecessor.

The Chu rch Languishes

Meanwhile, the Catho lic Ch urch,
nourish ed by the conce pt o f th c im
perium Christ ianum. langui sh ed in
th e shadow of na tionalism . T he
ch urc h, wh ich was only a n ima ge of
imper ial power . had its polit ical
hegemon y sha ttered wh en nati on 
alism instea d of Christia n int er 
nati on alism became the dom inant
moti f of Euro pean politic s. Th e pa
pacy's "spiritua l power was itself th e
offsp ring of Rome's tempora l do
min ion," wrote the historian of th e
Holy Roman Empire , James Bryce.
In th e co lla pse of Napoleo n's em
pire. "she heard th e kn ell o f th e old
orde r an d saw the end of her own
temporal power a pproachi ng."

But a G erman empire was des
tin ed to surface , cont inu ing th e
cycle o f ca tas trophe and revival in
Euro pe a n politics. Once more, th e
con tine n t was to ree l under the im-
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Germany
becomes

the
dominant
European

power
by Pa ul W . Kro ll

pact of the G erma nic peo
ples. Germany wa s to be th e
Iron Ki ngdo m with its Iron
C ha nce ll o r and the I ro n
Cross. T he beg inning of th is
powerful na tion sta te. ar ising
from th e ashe s of the Hol y
Rom an Empire. really he
gins. in o ne sense. in 1806. At

this po int, we cont inue o ur on -the
spo t reconstru ct ion of eve nts.

Year 1806: Confederation of the
Rhine Begi ns. O n July 12, 1806. Ba
varia . W ilrttember g. Bad en and
th irteen o the r G erma n sta tes with 
d raw from the Holy Roman Empire.
Two wee ks lat er . Napoleo n ma kes
known th a t he ha s "con sen ted " to
become th e Prot ecto r o f th e Con
federa tio n. Fra nc is II. the Ha bshu rg
Hol y Roman Em peror. does what
he mu st : o n A ugus t 6. 1806. he re
signs th e imperia l dign ity .

One thou sand six years aft er Pope
Leo crowned Ch arlemag ne in 51.
Pe ter's. th e Holy Rom an Em pire
co mes to its end . Napoleo n will as
sume th e positi on of Euro pea n em
pero r, ha vin g a lrea dy cr owned
himself emperor of the French .

With th e di ssoluti on of Napo
leo n's empire in 1814, th e "German
q uestion" aga in th rusts itself in to
th e counc ils of Euro pe. In th e Peace
of Paris, delega tes speak of uniting
th e Germa n sta tes by a federa l
bond .

BUL a t the insistenc e of Austria 's
influ entia l minister of foreign af
fairs, Mett ern ich , a loose G erma n
con federa tion is b rou ght into ex is
tence tha t will last un til 1866 . Even
Mctternich ca n o nly pu sh through a
wea k co mpro mise of h is de mands.
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Some argue that the old empire.
in point of law. has never been ex
ting uished. G reat Britai n. for ex
ample . refu ses to reco gn ize the
dissolution of the empire in 1806.
From tha t poi nt of view. the empire
has lived on in a sta te of suspended
anim at ion through the day s of Na
poleon and the Confederati on of the
Rh ine and simply has been reborn
as the post-Napoleonic Germanic
Co nfedera tion.

Year 1815 : Germanic Con
federation Crea ted. The new Ger
man plan is to take the place of the
old Holy Rom an Empire. The fed 
eration comprises 39 states. The Act
of Confederation is signed on June
8. 1815. and is late r supplemented
by the Final Act of Vien na on May
15. 1820.

This is one of the most importa nt
result s of the d eliberat ions at
Vienna. this creation of a "German
Confederat ion ." Statesmen reali ze
that some definite form of political
organization must supe rsede the
defunct empire. So me wou ld still
like to revive the Holy Roman Em
pire of the G erman nation in a
modernized form .

Austri an Foreign Minister Met
ternich would like to see a con
federation of states allowing a true
ba lance of power and a lso make
provision forthe inclusion of auton
o mo us nation al unit s s uch as
Austria and Prussia. But Me tter
nich 's plan for a federation amo ng
eq ua ls does not meet with approval.
Prussia and Austri a demand ab so
lute supremacy in the new con
fed eratio n . U nd e r t he Act o f
Confedera tion . Aust ria is fina lly
designated as the presiding power in
the new Con fed erat ion . A federal
diet. the Bundestag, is crea ted to
meet in Frankfurt.

Th e politica l wheel ha s come full
circle.

Elimina te the new titles. the new
systems of gover nment and the new
actors and one finds the shadow of a
moribund. old Holy . Rom an Em
pire. The feeble "German Con
federati on " is de st ined to be
do mina ted . no t by an emperor. but
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by the Quadruple Allian ce and to
function as an instrument of Mett er
nich's politica l plans.

The German Confede ra tion not
only has politica l pro blems. but it is
also wrestling with grave economic
di fficult ies. As early as 1819. a
memorandum is submi tted to the
federal diet in Fran kfu rt calling
upon a Confederation to create a
unified German economy.

Prussia. destined to take the lead
in the endeavor. has a lready abo
lished the 67 d ifferent tar iff sched
ules in her territories. They are
replaced by a uniform tariff. making
the entire state a single. unifi ed mar
keting unit. Prussia will expand her
customs unio n gradually. By 1853
this German Zollverein (customs
union) will includ e a ll of Germany
except German Austria. Prussia
uses economics as a political tool to
gain the upper hand in German af
fairs.

Year 1815: The Holy Alliance. A
docum ent is drawn up by Tsar Alex
an der I and signed by Em peror
Francis [ of the Aust rian empire
and Frederick William II I of Ger
many. Ult ima te ly all European
rulers excepting Britain. the pope
and the Turkish sultan will subscribe
to it. The doc ument lays down the
type of conduct ru lers are to exh ibi t
in their relations with each other.

But by 1833. the yea r in which the
three heads of the Holy Alliance
meet for the las t time . it is clear that
the pact has come to noth ing. Many
thought they saw in the Holy Al
liance a new resurrection of the old
Holy Roman Emp ire. But it was
only a chimera .

Yea rs 1840-1861 : Th e Rule of
Frede rick Willi am IV. Frederick is a
member of the German ruling
hou se of Hohenzollern. He is deeply
imbued with mystica l conception s.
Frede rick seeks to revive the pos i
tion of the nobles which. in his view.
reflect the " mystic glor ies of a di
vinely con secrated and patriarchal
monarchy."

Frederick wan ts to see the feeble
Germanic Confederation replaced
by the old Holy Rom an Em pire. In

that empire Prussia wou ld play a
key role. though a secondary one to
the Habsburgs. But his dream does
not reflect political reality ; the old
ceremonies and methods of govern·
me nt are not acceptable to Euro
pean statesmen.

Year 1862: Bismarck Becomes the
Iron Chancellor of German)'. Bis
marck is to be Chancellor from Sep
tember 1862 to March 1890. Du ring
his long tenure of office. he will real
ize his chief am bition: a unified Ger
many headed by Prussia. He works
for the expulsion of Austria from
any meaningful position of power in
German politics.

The policies of Bismarck will send
Germany down the pat h of great
ness and the Germa nic peoples will
again stand at the center of conti
nental European polit ics.

Year 1866: Austria Defeated in
Seve n Weeks War. Bismarck's pol
icy of eventually excluding Austria
from German politics comes to fru 
itio n in 1866. In Ap ril eve nts a re
such that both Prussia an d Austria
begin to mobi lize their troops. Most
of the German states. including
such large ones as Bavaria. Saxony
and Hanover side with Austria.

The Prussian gov ernment de
clares the federal constitution to be
in vio lat ion and ends the co n
federation of German states. Bis
marck a nd the king dispatch the
military genius. von Moltke. to de
fea t Au stria . Using the blitzk rieg
method. von Moltke's force s qui ckly
overrun Saxony. Hesse and Han
over. Next. the Bavarians and their
a llies arc defeat ed .

Finally. the main Austrian forces
stationed in Bohemia are attacked
simultaneously by three Prussian ar
mies striking from Saxony. Lusatia
and Silesia . On July 3. 1866. the
Prussians inflict a decisive defeat on
the Austria ns a t Kiiniggriitz. T he
sudden victory of the Prussians
stuns Europe.

Hanover. Electoral Hesse. Nassau
and Frankfurt a re incorporated int o
Prussia . Austria is excluded from
Germany and the Germanic Con 
fede rat ion is dismantled. A North
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German Confederation is formed
under Prussi a ' s lead er ship: th e
south German sta tes remain inde
pendent and are permitted to form
a separa te confederation .

Bismarck ' s goa l to elimi nat e
Au stria from the affairs of Germany
has been achi e ved . Prote stant
Prussia has now become the leader
of the Germanic pe oples. The
twenty-on e sta tes of northern G er
many recognize Prussia as the self
chosen leader.

Bismarck brings the four south
G erm an sta tes into the Zo llverein
(customs union) and once more uses
economics to politi cal advantage.
The new Reic hstag is rea lly a parlia
ment for a ll Germany. In the south,
however , there is still much opposi
tion to Prussia due to cultural and
religious reasons.

Bismarck realizes that one final
step is necessary. He must raise the
specter of French domination in the
Rh ineland . This. Bismarck hop es.
will dri ve the South German states
into the fina l union.

Th e stage is now set for the deci
sive events to occur in 1870- 187 1.
These events will reshuffle the polit
ical constella tions of the continent
and result in the reunificat ion of
both Italy and Germany, resurrect
ing a new Ottonian German-Italian
ax is. but in modern politi cal ap
parel.

Years 1859·1870: The Unification
of Italy. Th e struggle for G erman
unificat ion has its mirror image in
Italy. Th ere the kingdom of Sar
dinia , under the leadership of the
famous Itali an sta tesman Cavour
(1810-186 1). is playing the same
part in Ita lian affairs as Pr ussia is in
G erma ny. Agai n . i t is Au strian
hegemony in Ita ly which is un der
direct a ttack.

Cavour's single purpose. as is Bis
marck's in Germany. is to eject
Austria from Italian affairs. The
next step is to esta blish a united
Kingdom of Ita ly.

On April 15, 1860, the first step of
the unification process is sea led .
Parma. Modena. Tu scan y and the
Romagna are united with the King-

PLAIN TRUTH January 1975

dom of Sardinia (composed of Sar
dinia and Piedmont) und er th e
name Kingdom of Italy. Victor Em
ma nue l becomes king . Mea nwhi le.
Garibaldi is sweep ing th ro ugh
sout hern Italy . taking Naples on
September 7. T he two Sicilies are
now his. Garibaldi is prepared to
march on Rome.

T o forestall an international
crisis, Cavour di rects the Piedmon 
tese army to march into the papal
states where insurrec tion s had be
gun the year before. The two Sicilies
and the liberat ed parts of the papal
states vote to joi n themselves to the
kingdom of Ita ly. In March 1861,
Victor Emmanuel becomes the first
king of Italy. Italy is inde pendent
and free, except for Rome and Ven
ice. for the first time in fifteen hun 
dred years.

T he prob lem now centers on
Rome. Most agree that Rom e.
which has been the ancient moth er
of the Roman Empire, must become
the capi tal of the new united Italy.
But there is a French army in Rome
which is sympathetic to the pope
because of h is anti-union fee l
ing.

Cavour, meanwhile, is developing
a philosophy of "a free church in a
free sta te." Cavour wou ld guarantee
complete religious freed om for the
church and the individual. At the
same time, the pope would not have
temporal power ; thi s wou ld be re
served for the sta te. It would thu s
free the papacy from matt ers which
onl y have enslaved it. Cavour rea
sons.

Ev en ts are lea d ing up to the
c r us h ing defeat of Austri a by
Prussia a t Koniggra tz (Sadowa) in
1866. Th e victo r's terms include a
concession to Ita ly: Venice will be
ceded to Ita ly. T his is acco mpli shed ,
and on Nove mber 7, 1867, Victor
Emman uel makes his entra nce into
the city. After a plebisc ite where
650,000 people vote for and 49
against union, the city is annexed
to the Kingdom of Ita ly. Now, only
Ro me rema ins apa rt.

The French cont inue to guard the
interests of the pope at Ro me .

Meanwhile. the pop e is +'
ready to make a histo- I~

ric declaration . ~ ~
!

Yea r 1870: T he Pope ""-
Declares Himself Infallib le, On De
cem ber 8. 1869. Pius IX convenes an
ecume nic al co u ncil at Rome .
Known as the first Vatican Council.
it is the first to meet since the Coun
cil of Trent began in 1545. Th e
cou ncil promulgates the doctrine of
pa pal infa llibility.

It declares that "when the Roman
Pontiff. in the fulfillment of his mis
sion, as the first teacher of all Chris
tians, defined that which ought to be
observed in matt ers of faith and
morals. he cannot err."

The pope has been exa lted to a
heigh t of spiritua l power to which
no previous pan tiff had risen .

But at the same time a great para
dox occurs. Before the council mem 
bers a re dispersed in October 1870,
the troops of the Kingdom of Italy
invade the pon tifical territory and
strip Pius of a ll his temporal power.
The pope has never been stronger in
the re ligious realm, but he has never
been so weak in the tempora l
sphere.

Once more. it is Bismarck an d his
Prussians who sett le the Roman
question . In Jul y 1870, war breaks
out between France and Germany.
Napoleon III and his second empire
are decis ively defeated at the battle
of Sedan.

As a resuit. French troops with
draw from Rome. With no protec
tion . it is a matter of simply walking
in and tak ing over Rome. A plebi s
cite is held and th e Rom ans vote
overwhelmingly (133,681 to 1.507)
to become part of Italy. In June
187 I. the seat of govern ment is for
mally removed from Florence to
Rome; after 1.500 years Rome is
once more the capital of Italy.

Year 1871: T he Law of Guaran
lees for the Papacy. In May 187 I. a
remarkable document is adopted.
T he complete spiritual indepen
dence of the pope is guaranteed.
The person of the pope is declared
sacred and invio lab le. Any attack
on him is regarded as an attack on
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the king himself . Papal decrees are
not subject to the approval of the
It al ia n government: b ishop s need
not lak e a n oa th of loyalt y 10 the
king. In all matters religious. the
judgment of Ro me is fina l. In prac
tice. th e church is completely free
and ind ependent.

But Pius refu ses to accept these
term s. He ex communicates the in
vaders of his territory and refuses to
recognize the Kingdom of Italy. But
all this is to no ava il: the pope has
no temporal power. Though it wi ll
take six decades befo re a reconcilia
tion is effected. in practice the popes
come to accept the loss of their terri
lory and temporal rights.

Year 1871: T he New German Em
pire Formed. On Sep tembe r I. 1870.
the Prussian a rmy defea ts the
French at Sedan . The army. with
the a iling Napoleon 111 at its head.
ca pitu la tes. Now. both Au stri a and
France have been elimina ted as riv
als . Bism arck begins to put the fin
ishi ng touches o n hi s gu es t for
German unity.

On J anua ry 18. 1871. Willia m I is
proclaimed German emperor in the
Hall o f Mirro rs at Ve rsailles. T he
con stitution of the North German
Confederation is re modeled . The
new Reich conta ins 25 sepa rate
German states.

Though the new Ge rman empire
runs counter to the nature of the old
Holy Roman Empire. it is nonethe
less commonly identified wi th the
empire wh ich existed from 800 to
1806 . Th us. Bismarck's em pire is
ca lled the Seco nd Reich . In two gen
erations, H il ler will estab lish his
T hird Reich . wh ich supposed ly is 10

last a thousand yea rs. as did the first
em pire. When th e Third Reich fall s.
the last remnants of both the first
and the second empires are buried
with it.

W ill iam I ( 187 1- 1888) is not
crow ned at Versaill es in the tradi 
tional man ner of past Ge rma n em
perors. Bism arck ho lds thai the tr ue
crown lays in Vienna . Th ou gh th e
Hohenzollerns ask fo r its possession.
the Austrian gov ernment refu ses to

give it up . When the first diet of the
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Second Reich o pens. the emperor is
s e a te d on a n anc ie nt imper ial
thro ne from Goslar. On this thron e
many lumina ries of the Holy Ro
man Empi re. such as Henry IV.
Phili p o f Swa bia and 0110 IV. once
sat. The Hoh enzo llern s sti ll want a
crown. however. One is fashi oned
o n the style of the octagonal crown
of 0110 the Great.

When Fred er ick (1888) succeeds
his father as Germa n em peror. he
wishes to be kn ov•.n as Frederick IV,
which would mean the success or o f
Emperor Frederick Ill. father o f
Ma ximilian I ~ the great Hab sburg
emperor.

But Bismarck is irrevocably op
po se d to any move - whe ther d irect
or im pli ed - that the Germa n em
pire he has forged is in any way
successo r 10 the Holy Ro ma n Em
pire . Bismarck telegraphs an imme
diate veto to such ideas,

Frederick III will be Frederick III
in the line of Prussian rule rs, not IV.
in the line of Holy Roman emper
ors.

But historical playacting co ntin
ues. Emperor Will ia m II (188 8
1918) will be especially vu lnerable
to th is pa stime. For exam ple. he ha s
a reco nstruction of Constantine's
labarum (im perial standa rd ) made
for his pal ace cha pel, During Wo rld
War I. it is sa id that he want s to
have it borne before him when the
contlict terminates . As the New
Con stantine, this wi ll represent his
triumph over the heathen in both
east and west.

Turning back to 1870-1 871. it is
cle ar that many significant occur
rences are ha ppening. Germany is
now united and the most powerful
na tion o n the Co nt inen t: Ital y is
united and indirectly owes much of .
its exi stence to the po litical move 
men ts of Germa ny .

Meanwh ile. the pa pacy. thou gh it
ha s no pol itical clout in Europe. has
been elevated (Q the pinnacle of reli
g io us hegemo ny, One furt he r eve nt
is necessary before the scenario of a
revived Germanic empire. a III Holy
Ro man Empire style. is fu lfilled.

Years 1879-1882: The Triple AI-

liance Between Germany, Austria
and Italy, As it so often happen s in
a ffai rs of state . yesterday' s ene my is
tod ay 's bed fellow. On O cto ber 8.
1879. the arch-e ne mies. Prussian
dominated German y and Austria.
conclude a five- year pac t. It is re
newed regularly and remains in
force until 1918.

The alliance is the founda tio n
stone of Bisma rck's foreign policy.
T he treat y provid es tha t if ei the r
nation is attacked by Russia. the
o ther will come to its aid . If either is
a t tac ked by a no the r power. the
other will rem ain neutral .

On May 20. 1882 . the famous
Triple Alli ance is concluded for five
yea rs. Th is pact tics Italy to Austria
a nd Germany . It is renewed at in
te rvals until 1915. The antagonist in
th is case is France . For example , if
Italy is a ttac ked by France. G er
many and Au stria are to come to

Ita ly' s aid .
Th e scenario is now comple te.

T he ancie nt and histo ric ties of Italy
and Germa ny d uring the Ottonian
reviva l of the Rom an Empi re an d
duri ng the days of the Hohenstau
fen s are reforged.

Though the political kno t is tied
by the institu tions a nd voc abu lary
of modern polit ical scie nce. it repre
se nts. in fac t. the sa me de facto situ
a tio n. A vas t Ger ma nic e m pire
stretches across the bell y of Europe
and is tied to the lIalian sta te.

Though Bismarck will not all ow
the protocol a nd ritual of the o ld
Holy Roman Empire to guide the
aff a irs of state . one sees in the Sec
ond Reich its politica l analogy . T he
em pire has been shorn of its Chris
tian univ ersa lity and pompous cere 
mony but not its military and
geopolitical significa nce.

Year 1879: The Beginning of G er
man y's Eco nomic Surge. Germany
has been follow ing the path of free
tr ad e. But it is h it hard by th e tin an 
cia l crisis of 1873. Agricu lture is in a
state of crisis due to forei gn com
pe tition . Ind ustria lists a nd land 
owners clamor fo r so me kind o f
economic protection .

Germa ny enac ts a new protective
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tar iff law. In th e d ecad es which fol
low. her indust ry de velops phenom
en ally. Germany passes France and
Eng land as producer of pig iron and
is seco nd only to th e United St ates
wh en World War I erupts. In ste el.
G erma ny is a lso second onl y to
America .

The G erm an merchant marine
g rows fro m 980.000 ton s in 1870 to
5,450.000 in 1914 ; Germany is third
a fte r Brit ain and America . Fo re ign
trade skyroc ke ts. and G ermany is
fight ing with Britain for first place.
In all eco nomic aspects. Ge rmany is
one of th e wo rld 's great powers.

An exa m ple o f Germa n economic
ex pansion is the Baghdad Rail way
concession which is gra nted to a
Ge r ma n sy ndi ca te. Th e schem e
would ult imately co nnec t Germany
to Baghdad . Iraq .

Though man y nation s vie for the
concession. the Germans receive the
p rize. A visit by Emperor W illiam II
to Cons ta nt inop le and th e Hol y
Land in O ctober 189 8 and his proc
lam a ti on o r friendship for the
300.000.000 M oslems in the wo rld
doc s much to pa ve the way for the
g ra n ting of th e co ncess io n by Mos
lem rul ers to G erma ny.

"T he Germa n Reic h has becom e
a Weltreich. " the emperor congra tu
lat es h imself in 1896 . "T ho usa nds of
o ur country men live in far-fl un g
corners of the ea rt h. German goods.
Germ an knowledge, G erma n ind us
tr io usne ss. cross the ocea n. Germa n
sh ips ca rry goods wo rth thousands
of m illio ns. Yo u. gentlemen. have
th e im porta nt duty of hel pin g me to
lin k thi s grea te r G e rm an R ei ch
firml y to o u rs a t hom e."

T he " Baghdad Ra ilway" is an ex
pression o f this Wei/reich. It is to be
a rai lwa y b ui lt with G erm an capita l
- to run th rough the Turkish em 
p ir e . T hi s Be rlin - t o -B a ghd a d
sche me wo uld o pe n u p new markets
and crea te new friends.

Bu t again . wa r in Europe is de s
tin ed to d est roy th e Wei/reich. Th e
ne w Ge rman em pire soo n find s it
se lf in th e th roes of a new in ter
regnum - a no ther time witho u t a
stro ng rule r whe n co nfusio n is to
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be the orde r of the day in G ermany.
Yea rs 1914-1918: The Destruc

tion of the German Empire. On J une
28. 19 14. Habsbu rg Archd uke Fer
dinand is assassina ted at Sarajevo .
It is the sho t to be heard rou nd the
European world and the spa rk
wh ich se ts off Wor ld War I.

On Au gu s t 4 . 1914. G erm an
troo ps cross th e frontier of Belgium:
World War I has be gun . Four years
late r. though Germany ha s not been
in vaded a nd the Ru ssians hav e been
d efeated . he r empire is sha ttered .
Ho sti lities cea se on No vember I L
1918. at I I a. m. All is qui et on th e
We stern Front. T he empero r has
a bd ica ted and a republ ic is a n
no unced in Berlin by Pri nce Ma x.
F ren ch , British an d Ameri c an
troops be gin the occu pa tion o r pa rts
of Germa ny.

The cost of the war ha s been stag
geri ng . Germany a nd Au stria ha ve
lost three mill ion men . The blow to
the Germa n empire is both eco
nomic and psychological.

" Fo r four yea rs." writes Winston
C h urc h ill. "G erma ny fou gh t and
defi ed th e five co n tine n ts of th e
world by land a nd sea and a ir. Th e
G erma n armies uph eld her totter ing
con federates, in tervened in every
th eatre of wa r with s uccess. stood
everyw here on conq uered territory
and inflicted on their enem ies mor e
th an twice th e blood sh ed th ey su i:
fered th em selv es. T o break th e ir
strength a nd science a nd to cu rb
the ir fury it was necessa ry to bring
a ll th e grea tes t nat ions of mankind
in to the fie ld ag ainst th em . O ver
wh elming populations. un limited
resources. measureless sac rifice. th e
sea blockade. cou ld not pr evail for
fifty months. Small sta tes were
trampled d own in the stru ggle; a
m ighty em pire was battered int o un
recogn isable fragm ents: and nearly
twen ty milli on men peri sh ed or shed
their blood before the swo rd was
wrested fro m tha t terri ble hand ."

Year 1919: T he Weimar Republic
Begins. G er many is to be rul ed by a
new gov ernmen t: th e Weimar Re
public. The Weimar Constitut io n
ado pts th e colors of th e Holy Ro-

man Empire . T he se an- +'
cie nt col ors stand for \
th e Grossdeutschland - '1 --
the Grea ter Germany. -
But Weimar is to be any thing but a
revival of emp ire ; it is to be Ger
many's mo dern-d ay interregn u m 
th e new " t ime withou t an emp eror: '

" We sta rt agai n from th e very be
gin ni ng . as we did after 1648 a nd
1807 ," wr ites German ph ilosopher
M a x Weber.

T here is th e Com m unist Red ter
ror wh ich is fo llowed by the White
terror. After mobs pill age and mu r
der. th e army and the Freik orps re
ta liate with more murder. O n top of
th e vio lence in th e stree ts is th e eco
nomic cha os. In 1922. the mark is
still worth abo ut one-fi fti eth of its
pr e-war va lue; one yea r la ter it is
not eve n worth o ne ten th ou sand th .
People pa y for their re st a u ran t
mea ls befor e th ey ea t.

Then there is th e humility of for
eig n in vasion . In 1923. th e Fren ch
Premi er Poinca re sends th e French
a rm y in to th e Ruhr. The Germans
ha ve not paid in coa l and wood and
th e French a re th e re to fetch both .
M eanwh ile Berlin. with its di verse
po pu lati on. is the sin capital of the
wo rld. In th is mad. mad. mad G er
man wo rld. " the Hitler putsch was
a n ep ilogu e, not a ma in event. in
th is incredibly co nfused and miser
a b le s to ry," o n e hi st o ri an h a s
poin ted o u1.

The Weima r Republi c wit hstand s
mu ch - the Versailles trea ty. ca ta 
strophic civil war. th e occu pa tio n of
the Ruh r, skyrocket ing infla tion . b u
reaucracy, the co m m un ist men ace.
In sp ite of th e prob lems. there is
even a peri od of nation al health .
The yea rs 1924 -1929 are the eco 
nomicall y product ive yea rs.

But then comes the second eco 
nomic d eb acl e a nd mor e interna l
strife. This is too mu ch: Germa ny
must ha ve sta bility. And a d em a
gogue promises to rid the nati on o f
co m m unism, eco nomic confusion
and im mora lity. He is listened to.

On January 30. 1933. the Weim ar
Rep ubli c e nds. Ad ol f Hi tl e r is
C ha nce llor of G erm any. Not many
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people rea lize where Hiller wi ll ta ke
th e na tion in the next twelve yea rs.
Few know that the int erregnum is
far fro m over: th at it is de stined to
rea r its ugly head aga in.

Year 1929: The Lateran Treaties
Signed by the Holy Sl'C, In Italy,
events a re a lso proceeding toward
the ine vitable ca tas tro phe. M usso
lini is the d ictator of Ita ly. Since the
ea rly twenties he has worked on a
t r eary to b e ca ll e d the " mos t
b rillian t SUCl'CSS o f his ca reer.' It is
the recon cil ia tion betw een Italy and
th e Va tican , The pope has been in
sel f-impos ed exi le since 1870. "a
prisoner of th e Vatican."

M usso lin i has long procla imed
the need fo r reco ncilia tion betwee n
sta te a nd church. By the end of 1928
the Itali a n king has a ppointed Mu s
soli ni to act as his delegate in the
negot ia tion s. The fina l treat y is
signed a t the Lateran on Fe brua ry
I I. 1929 . sev enty years a fte r the first
insurrection s bega n in the pa pa l
sta tes.

Italy recogni zes the Holy Sec as a
sovereign power. At the sa me time
the Holy Sec recognizes the exis
tence of the Kingd om of Italy. T he
pope receives his ow n "state: ' the
palace a nd grounds of th e Vatican.
plu s the Basilica of St. Peter. Th e
Lat era n T rea ty and the Concorda t
(a sep ara te pact ) do not, however ,
ass ure ha rmony between the papac)'
a nd Italy.

Meanwhile. on J uly 20. 1933. th e
Va tica n conclude s a co nco rda t wi th
th e Nazi gove rn me nt of G erma ny .
T he Vatica n is the first foreign
"sta te" to co nclude a trea ty with th e
Nazi regime . But the Na zi threa t to
the chu rch is too visib le. An ticleric
ism. a theism a nd forms of neo
paganism which cha ra cter ize the
Nazi reg ime a re so blatant the rela
tions are at best strai ned.

Years 1936-1941: The Emp ire of
(he German People Is Forged by
Hiller. By 1936. even ts a re happen
ing in q uick success ion on the co n ti
nen t. In March. Hitle r reoccu pies
the R hinela nd . In October th e Ber
lin-R ome Axis is for med . A new re
vived em pire of the Germ an nati on .

24

as in the days o f O tto the G rea t. ties
its destiny to a n Italy whose ep h
emeral em pire bea rs th e name " Ro
man " by a decree of Mu ssolini . Th e
ax is becom es worldwid e when a
German-Japa nese pact is signed on
Novembe r 25, 1936.

Du ring th e next yea r. the G er ma n
in vasion a nd annexa tion of Austr ia
occurs. O ver 6.000 .000 G erman s a re
adde d to the new G erma n empire .
In September or that year. th e Sude
ten reg ion of Czechoslova kia is an 
n e x e d . O v e r 3. 0 0 0.0 00 mo re
Germ ans bec ome pa rt of the new
Reich.

Th e year 1938 is a lull yea r: bu t
1939 is h isto ric. Th e fam ous Ger
ma n- R ussia n pac t is s ig ned a t
Moscow. Germany is now bristling
wi th action. Hitler thinks of himself
as chose n by Pro vidence for the
achievements he has made in Eu
ro p e .

He is fond of comparing himself
to Napo leo n. but ass umes he will
avoid th e fate that bef ell "another
m an" a hundred thirty yea rs earli er.
" \Ve ha ve been entrusted by o ur
Ma ker with a n histo rica l revision of
uniq ue dimen sion wh ich we a rc
com mi tted to carrying out: ' says
Hitler in a speech be for e the G er 
man nation .

On September I. 1939. as part of
tha t " h isto rica l revision." Hitl er a t
tacks Pola nd . It is to be one of his
most fat efu l moves. Two days lat er.
Brit ain a nd Fra nce declare war on
Germany. But fo r th e mom ent the
new lead er of Euro pe has the upper
hand . Denmark a nd Norway fall.
Th en Holl and . Belgium. Luxem 
bourg and France a re dispa tched
quickly. Hunga ry. Bulgari a and Ro
ma nia join the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo
Axis.

In 1940. Hiller is the maste r of
Europe fro m th e No rt h Ca pe to

Sp a in. With his Italian all y. th e
Medit e rr an ean ha s for practical
purposes become" fascist lake. By
mid - 1940. Alban ia. Yugoslavia a nd
G reece are in G e rman hands.

No t since the days when the Ro
ma n Empire wa s at its heigh t has
one man rul ed such vast port ion s of

Europe a nd the Med i
terranea n. If any ag e
ha s seen th e resu rr ec
tion of the Roman Em
pire in terms of its territo r ia l
conquests a nd military migh t. it is
the T hird Reich of Hiller and his
sa telli tes.

T he ent ire continent is directly or
ind irect ly under G erma n control.
Parad oxicall y. in the spring of 1941.
while Britain is battling for its sur
vival. th ere is peace from th e Atl an
tic to the Pacific coast o f Euras ia .
O ne historia n reco unts how a Ja pa
nese diplomat traveled comfortab ly in a
priva te ra ilway car fro m Chi na via
Moscow to Berl in a nd Rome.

But Hitl er mak es ano ther fat al
blunder on June 22, 1941. He sends
Germa n a rmies int o Ru ssia un der
"Opera tion Barba rossa ." They o pen
host ilities on a 2.oo0-mile fro nt.
fro m the While to th e Black Sea .
Germa n invaders wi th Ita lia n. Ro
manian. Hungarian an d Finnish a l
lies are estima ted at 3,000.000 men ,

The tide soo n begins to turn . Hit
ler 's migh ty legion s beg in to suffer
reverses. M usso lin i's Roman empire
eva porates. Less th an fo ur yea rs
la ter. Germa ny is red uced to ru bbl e
a nd boys a re light ing in the ranks.
O n May 8, 1945. Presiden t Trum an
a nd Prim e Minister Churchill pro
cla im the end of the wa r in Euro pe.
All is q uiet on the co ntine nt.

With the close of World Wa r 11
we are in today's mod ern world . In
cred ible and unusual ha ppen ings
a rc the order of the day in Euro pe.
For the first tim e in Euro pe's history
such di verse nat ions as Italy. Ger
ma ny. Britain. Ire lund, Belgiu m .
Holla nd . Luxembou rg. France a nd
De nmark a re part of one self-im 
pose d union . T ho ugh the union is
only eco no mic a nd tenuou s. it does
give reason to th ink that Euro pe
may be on the ve rge of po litica l
union .

T hese eve nts. bot h encouraging
a nd ominou s. are the subj ect of the
fina l installment in th is series d is
cuss ing the reviva ls a nd ca tas
tro ph es of the Roma n Empi re a nd
Europe, 0
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With our next issue - Volume 40, Number 2 - the Plain Truth magazine will
enter a new era. At 22 issues pe r year, the new Plain Truth will come to
you more often with more articles and with greater urgency than ever

before . The change in format (and frequency) is another giant step forward - the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of an amazing publication. Volume I,
Number I appeared in the depths of th e Depression, February 1934, with a
circulation of a very few hu ndreds. It was written entirely by Herbert W. Armstrong,
then age 41, in Eugene, Oregon. It was duplicated on an ancient Neostyle and
mailed by Mr. Armstrong's de voted wife, Lorna. out of a shoebox mailing list. Mr.
Armstrong's first printed words in that issue are still re levant to the world of 1975:
"We live today in the most strenuous hours of earth's history. Today we stand
on the very threshold of colossal events that will stagger the mind of mortal
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How Arob World Could Trigge r

H-BOMB WAR!

lJ

Th is was a con tinuing theme of
the Plain Truth since 1946.
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World War III Threatens to
EXPLODE in Middle Eastl

~....'1

Q/ze

PLAINTRUTH
Tb c C oming " -o rld - !'.\ plo.,"jo1l

III P;d c-, r i ne:

" . .. the plain truth is tha t the
United Nat ions never will be able to
give th e world a ny permane nt
peace! Of course we want peace. But
we want it our wa) ' - and our way
sim ply isn't the W A Y of peace. Does
pro phecy ind icat e th at the nati ons
will get togeth er an d br ing about
peace? Most certai nly not - just the
co ntrary:'

The following year. two years be
fore the birth of the Jewish sta te in
Palestine. Mr. Armstron g boldl y
predic ted the birth pangs of war in
Pa lestine :

This lead ar ticle covered the latest
developments in Europe . even while
America was in the grips of protec
tionist isolationism. and Europe was
smitten with appeasement toward
Hitle r.

The featu re a rticle in March 1938
was titled. " Will Times Get Bette r?
The real meani ng of the Depression.
and the Present Rece ssion, accord
ing to Bible pro phecies:' What fol
lowed was an econo mically sou nd
ana lysis by the ed ito r. a former ad
vertising executive and friend of
so me of the nat ion 's top bankers.

T he "Persona l From the Editor"
focused on the purpose of the maga
zine in light of Christia n cha rity. He
wrote: "The Plain Truth co mes as a
magazine of understanding to help
those who honest ly h unge r and
thirst after righ teo usness out of this
modern confusion . into the knowl
edge of truth. Solomon was wise
when he asked for understandin g!
But he would hav e been wiser. had
he asked for somet h ing else! There
is one thing that is even more im
portan t - a thing tha t is still more
rare. That thing is LOVE!"' .

Throughout World Wa r II. Mr.
Armstrong warned that if Germany
lost the war. she \...·o uld rise again!
Toward the end of the war. he was
an accred ited press representa tive at
the Un ited Na tions dedi cati on in
San Francisco . He wrote:

Th e first " Personal From the Edi
tor." on page five of the first issue.
sta ted. "I n these anx ious days of
stress. turmoil and strife: of revolu
tion and eco nomic collapse: of war
and fear of war: of confusion before
a bewildering onsla ugh t of creeds.
dogmas. fables a nd false teach ings.
the Plain Truth ma kes its hu mbl e
and modest appea ra nce. T he Plain
Truth comes with a definite mission .
It co mes in a sincere effort to help
those who honestly arc hungering
and thirsting after righteousness out
of this mod ern co nfus ion. . . ...

The Plain Truth pattern was set
early. with the first issue . The lead
article during those years usually
dealt with the breath taking events
in pre-World Wa r II Europe: a fea
lure article dealt with news of na
tional interest: and an editorial
expounded the living laws which
bring personal happiness.

Although pu blished in a medi um
sized city in Oregon. the Plain Truth
was hardly a local paper. It spoke
more boldly abou t worldwide devel
opments than most national maga
zines of the time. A typical example
of th is is the March 1938 issue of
the Plain Truth:

man. Just now it is like the lull
be fore a great and devas tating
storm."
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You will find similar head lines in
recent and fu ture Plain Truths be
ca use th e Midd le East will co nt inue
to be the focal poin t of world cr isis
a nd even tua l wo rld war. T he re have
been fo ur serio us o utbreaks of war
in Israel betwee n 1948 and 1974.
bu t the grea test bo ut - the kn ock
o ut ro und - is st ill ah ead of us.

T he ot her in terna tiona l foca l
poi nt of the Plain Truth maga zine
contin ued to be ceritral Eu rope .
Whi le th e world was primari ly in ter
ested in developments wit hin Rus
sia. Chi na. th e United St ates. a nd.
later. Vietn am . th e Plain Truth was
warning about a united Europe :

CJhc
PLAIN TRUTH

c>\ magazineof untlersltm4iJt/l-...; .~.._,
Under Cover IN EUROPE

O' rM,"*". '...... _rl-' ........... ._.....",..,
£><"' .... _ _ ""'T"' ~.."'_...~."'.,..
_""'"_W'_"'~~

"""to""'''H"n~ ..." .", '" . ..... """'''' Ii~'," ..... "
~"·0;);i:7~~~:.t,·:;&.'";';;:,~.~

Me. A rmstro ng wro te. " Russia
has produced a nd test-exp lode d a n
atom ic bo mb ! But Russia has not
sta rted anot her war. Wh y? F unda
mentall y becau se no suc h war ap
pea rs on the pro ph esied sched ule of
th e purpose be ing wo rked out he re
be low!"

D ur ing the second Midd le East
war. in 1956. the Plain Trut h asked.

W ill RUSSIA Attack
Ame rica?..." ,._ .....,,_.~ ... ,_C " u,._...

'" ..,. ,;'.... h ,1>1. _ "'::1;:::0-" ' ",", e--.o,,,
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Th e a ns wer was a reass uri ng
" no," a nd th e source for suc h a bold
a nswer was biblica l proph ecy.

But th e o ut lines of prophecy are
pa in ted in la rge stro kes wi th very
litt le fine det a il. D uring the ea rly
1960s. the Plain Truth pred icted a
few skirm ishes an d co nfli cts which
didn't d irec tly materialize. We a te
crow . But we lea rned from o ur m is
ta kes. It has nev er been ou r in
tcnt ion to mislead .

W hen President Joh nson esca
la ted the Vie tnam confl ict in ea rly
1965. th e Plain Truth acc ura tely
foretold the outcome :

Why United Slates Cannot
Win VIET ~A'''' War!

$""'" V,".",~." P'~ " • oko", ,*," "0" ';0". co"" _',"
'1>.~ _.,.,J "' ~._ _ bol.,~,wlot _, SiI ;~
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At the peak of th e wa r 111 Viet 
narn . the Plain Truth wrote .

Witt
PARIS CONFERENCE WON'T BRING

REAL PEACE TO VIETNAM

T he poi nt of these a rt icles, ot he r
ar ticles . a nd rad io / T V broadca sts
by Garner Ted Armst rong duri ng
the Vietna m War was that ot he r
a rea s of conflict wo uld soo n far
overs ha dow the less significant
Asia n co nflict. During th e decade 
long Vietnam headache. the Plain
Truth publ ishe d hund reds ofarticles
a bo ut Europe. th e Middle East. a nd

the eme rging superg iant (not Viet
nam ) of the Orien t.

INDUSTRIAL
SUPERGIANT

But all wa s no t international news
in the Plain Tru th . D uring th e
19605. three lon g-standin g person a l
in terest series h igh ligh ted mo st is
sues of the Plain Truth. Th er e wa s
the autobiograph y or the editor.
Her bert W. Armstrong. in install
ment form : the Bible St ory in words
a nd pictures by Basil Wolverton ;
a nd lite rall y dozens of art icles on
the theory of evolu t ion by Garner
T ed Armstrong. Pau l Kroll, and
man y o thers.

~. EVOLUTION
. ENMESHED•••
IN A SPIDER 'S WEB !

_ ft/~ _ _ '"""' _ .. . _ --._ __._ , ,.., ".~ .;..
.., _-'"".._-_ _.~...··__"' _·_oi_ _ ..._.""'-_._ ......_-~_ .....,"- "- ... . _ 1,- _ _ ...--.._...~ ...........

Ap proxima te ly five years ago. be
tween 1969 a nd 1971. the Plain
Truth ex pande d its resea rch sta ff
and fac ilities la rge enough to pro
d uce a series of a rticles which accu
ra tely pred icted the major crises of
1975 long befo re th e bu lk of the
world' s press no ticed these issues.
Here a re a few exa mples :

Now ' lfst shaping up -

World CRISIS in

AGRICULTUREI
Co_ •..- _ . _ _ ...... _ _ . "'", __ ..-_ _3__ ,....,~ ·"'· """""'
Wl<f ",'IS> "". ,j"j . ..._·w" """"" ""' _.."~ ..: ,,..; ...... ~ ..........
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Japan?

What:.
Behind the

ENERGY
CRISIS?
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As Am bassad or Co llege pursu ed
acc reditation. several scientists an d
scholars were added to the staff.
During 1972. some of them began
con tributing the results of their re
sea rch. in layman 's la nguage. for
the readership of the Plain Truth :

In o ur ne w forma t we will con
tinu e to ca ll up on th e expert ise of
th e Am bassad or Co llege facu lty.
You will be readi ng articles by pro 
fessors. executives and ministers.
We will also pu blish reports from
our correspondents and reg ional
editors sca ttered around the world
on every continen t.

The new sixteen-page tablo id will
feature at least three major sections:
News. Commentary (and features).
and Religion. Editor s in each of
th e three sections will select shorter.
more hard- hitt ing articles att uned
to th e inc red ibly fast now of news
a nd views whi ch cha ra cterizes th is
age of future shoc k.

T his forty-year heri tage is the
launching pa d from which the new
Plain Truth will be launched. It is a
noble heritage. one which we hope
to extend to as many people as we
can for as many yea rs as th is crisis
ridden world can survive.

To our fai thful readers and to
those who have freel y contributed
their dolla rs to th is cause, we say
T HANK YO U for your loya lty and
en th usiastic su pport. Kee p it up 
beca use we will ! 0

FEBIUJAHY IIJ:U

The
Plain Trulh
Magazine
Is Born

Editor's Note: The follow ing
material is composed of ex
cerpts taken from volume I of
The Autobiography of H erbert
W . Armstrong regard ing the
birth of the f irst Plain Tru th
magazine in 19 34 and t he fi rst
professionally printed ed ition
in 1938.

T il E TIM E came for fina lly rea liz
ing the dream I had cher
ished s in c e 192 7 - the

publication of a maga zine to be
called The Plain Truth. Back in 1927
I had made up a n entire "dummy"
of th is proposed ma ga zine . I had
even written a rt icles for it. I even
had a professional lett er art ist de
sign a front cover idea in 1927 
a nd I had tried de signing one my
se lf. But we had nev er had the
"wher ewithal" to sta rt publish ing a
magazlOe.

This a mb itio n to pu blish The
Plain Truth was the nat ura l ou t
growt h of ea rlier bu siness experi
ence . M uch of m y 20 yea rs of
advertising experience had been
spent in the class ma gazine field.

Now. at last. I realized that thi s
ma gazine was a "must" as a follow
up for the radio broadcast. Yet we
were no more able. financially. th an
we had been in 1927.

Necessity is the mother of in
ven tion . If we co uld no t a fford to
publish a high-q ua lity. professional
a ppea ring magaz ine. I wou ld simply
co nve rt th e mim eographed " Bulle-
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THE FIRST Plain Trut h was " prin ted " on a used $ /0 neostvle. ancestor 01
the mimeograph.

tin" I had been issuing for our scattered
church brethren in the Willam ett e
Valley into The Plain Truth.

My idea for this magazine from
the sta rt had been to publish a
magazine. not for church members.
but for the general pub lic - the un
converted and unchurched - an
eva nge lis tic- type p u blication to
br ing the world God's TRUTH 

maki ng it PLA tN!
I began with the first broad cast,

th at first Sunday in 1934. inviti ng
listeners to write for a new maga 
zine, The Plain Truth.

At the same time J began work on
producing Volume I, Number I of
this magazine of my dreams. I d id
not even have a "scope" for hand
lett erin g the headlines. I was still
living with the Fishers on the ir far m
seven miles wes t o f Eugene - my
wife and children still at the Hall
Street house in Salem . I had to hold
th e mim eograph stencils up agai nst
a window and try to cut the head
lines with my right hand while I
tried to hold the stencil without slip
ping agai nst th e wind ow pan e with
my left. Th e headlines were a little
sha ky. Th at first issue of The Plain
Tru th was a pretty amateurish.
hom em ad e lookin g sort of thin g.
Prob abl y no one but myself would
have dign ified it by ca lling it a
"magazine,"

But finally The Plain Truth ,
homem ade at Fishe rs' farm on a
borrowed mimeograph, made its
humble bow to the world February
I. 1934. I have no record of the
exact "press run" of that first ed i
tion . but it was in the neighborhood
of 250 cop ies.

No publica tion could have had a
mo re humble or a sma ller start. But
it was a start. It grew. It was im
proved as scanty funds permitted . It
too k yea rs before we were able to
have it pr inted on a printing press.
But th rough the years it has been
instrumental in making drastic
changes in thousands of lives!

It was so me time later. in 1934 ,
that a few special offerings made it
possible for us to purchase a very
old, used . outdat ed Neos ty le. It was
pred ecessor to the mimeograph. It
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was enti rely hand opera ted. The
shee ts of paper had to be fed into it
one at a time by hand. There was
nothing autom atic about it. It cos t
$ 10. We had also fina lly been abl e.
before the first issue of The Plain
Truth, to raise enou gh money to
purchase a second ha nd typewrit er
for $ 10.

* * * * * *
January I, 1938. we finally were

enab led to bring The Plain Truth
bac k to life' It was the first issue in
two and a hal f yea rs!

But it still had to be a hand- pro
duced mimeographed " magazine: '
A letter sent out with it sa id: " We
cannot. yet. a tford to have it
pr inted . So we mimeographed it
ourselves. Thi s work has been done
mostly by Helen Sta rkey. Mrs. Arm 
strong. and myself. with a few of our
good friend s com ing to the office for
volunteer work the past few days. to
help with the folding. add ressing.
stamping. etc." Mrs. Starkey \v·as
still working daily without sala ry.

A bu lletin sent to local O regon
members, dat ed Janua ry 1938. an
nounced The Plain Truth mailing
list was now 1,050.

It had outgrow n Mrs. Arm st rong
and me. It was becoming too large
to mimeograph . In Februa ry 1938.
we were forced to reduce The Plain
Tru th down to 3 pages - its smalles t
size ever. There were two shee ts of

paper. a nd the back page was de
vo ted to a letter!

At this time I lea rned tha t we
co u ld ha ve th e March num ber
prim ed at a local printing plant on
chea p paper. 8 pages. for $30 mor e
than the cost o f mimeographing .
BlI! we didn 't have the S30!

So the March and April numbers
were still mimeographed .

March 19. 1938, I sent out a letter
showing that the ex penses of the
wor k (includi ng our family living)
had risen to $300 per month. But we
we re running behi nd on part of the
fami ly living. Lega l act ion was
be ing instituted to foreclose and
ta ke from us o ur small home. In
some man ner I do not now remem
ber. this troub le was met. and we
managed to keep the home. But this
only added to the harassing discou r
agements in the struggle to keep the
work going.

Finally. after more than four
yea rs on the air. we managed to
produ ce the first rea lly printed Plain
Truth.

So. even if it had to start with
about 250 copies done by hand on a
mim eograph. it sta rted ' Like the
grain of mustard seed . it began. very
possibly the smallest of magazines.
But it has grow n into a top-qua lity.
full -color. international magazine
whose circulation reached 3.200.000
in J une 1973. 0
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[Continued fro m page 3)

years. And nobody else is do ing it!
The full . il\1'eSOme respon sibility o f it
is on O UR shoulders. whom God has
SP ECIA LLY called now!

TH AT"S the reason why YO U and I
have been specially called 1101\' 

bef ore the time when God sha ll set
hi s hand to SA VE TH E WHOLE

WORLD .

J es us ' Sta rtli ng Prophecy

So notice this amazing proph ecy
of Jesus in Matthew 24 :

The d isciples had come to Jesus
privately on the Mount of Olives.
" Tell us: ' the y asked. " whe n sha ll
these th ings be? And what sha ll be
the sign of thy coming. and of the
end of th e [prese nt] wor ld" (Mat
th ew 24:3)"

Before giving them the sign by
which we sho uld know when his sec
o nd coming is imminent. Jesus first
warned them : "Take heed that no
man deceive yo u. For many shall
come in my nam e. say ing. I [Jesus]
a m the Christ: a nd sha ll deceive
many:' 10 other words. man)' would
clai m to be C hrist's mini sters. pro
claim ing that Jesus was the Christ.
Many today are preaching Christ 10

the world! Actua lly they preach a
DtFFERENT Christ and a DtFFERENT
"gospel" that denies the kingdom of
God and is deceiving the many.
They have pre ached a bout the mes
senger, while den yin g his ~tESSAGE!

T he tragedy of it all is that such
minis ters probably are entirely sin
cere - thcy be lieve they are righ t 
but the Bib le clea rly affirm s that the
WHO LE WORLD is to day DECE IVED . A
decei ved person doe s not know he is
deceived .

Bu t. sai d Je su s (ve rse 14 ):
". . . this gos pel of the kingdom sha ll
be pre ach ed in all the world for a
witness unto all na tion s: and then
sha ll the end [of th is worl d] come."
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I have showed you how. in A .D .
58. the Galatians were accepting
"another gospel" - perverting the
true gospel of CHRtST (Gal. 1:6-7).

II Corinthians 11: 14 a nd 13-15
show these false preach ers were pro
claiming. at Co rinth. a di lferent
Jesus. a different spirit. a diffe rent
gos pel - and that they were minis
las of Satan . posing as min isters o f
Christ. Their orga nized opposition
a nd persecution stopped the pro 
claiming of the gosp el of the king
dom to the wo rld.

Th e true gospel of the kingdom of
G od was NOT proclaimed to the
world after the tirst century.

I f Christ's gos pel OF TilE KING 

DOM had been procla imed through
the yea rs. the procla iming of it sow
wo uld not be the sign of Jesus' immi
nent co ming!

Proclaim ing the gos pe l IN ALL

TilE WO RLD to be a witness "unto all
nations" IS preparing the way be
fore the seco nd com ing!

And THAT tS "the Work " for now
in our day !

And. con sider this: the very fact
that Jesus gave his sign of his second
co ming - the procl aimin g of his
gospel OF TltE KI NGDOM just before
he returns to set up that kingdom 
shows that "the Work" was to be
revived AT TH IS PRECI SE TIM E.

" Int o All th e Wor ld "

So. as sta ted befo re. more than 4 1
yea rs ago the living Christ ca lled
and chose me as his instrum ent in
reviving "the Wo rk" - carrying alit
the great co mmission in this END

TIM E - just before the EN D of thi s
pre sent evil world !

The reviving of "the Work " ac
tually started in 1927 when Christ
ca lled me. bro ught me to repen 
tan ce and fa ith. and upon bapt ism.
gave me the gift of his ho ly spirit.

The persona l living Word of God
taught his origina l apos tles between
A.D. 27 and 31. So. in like manner.
he taught me through the written
Word o f God. beginning in A.D.
1927. As the origina l a pos tles were
sent out to proclaim Christ's gospe l
in A.D. 3 1. I was ordai ned an d sent

to proclaim the sa me gospe l in A.D.
1931.

1t was through me tha t. in August
1933. Ch rist raised up the parent
church of th is present "Philadelph ia
era" (Rev . 3:7-13) in Eugene. Ore 
go n. U.S.A.; a nd on January 7.
1934, the gospe l of the kingdom
started going o ut over radio: o n
February I. 1934. the Plain Tru th
began publicati on .

"The Work" was once agai n. after
181.1 centuries. UN D ER W AY! The
proclaiming of the kingdom of God
is "the Work: ' By whatever means
- wh ether in person. or by radio. or
by televi sio n. or in print.

But the broadcast, whether by ra
dio or by TV. o f itself is NO T " the
Work:' It is a n instrumentality used
in " the Wor k: ' Th e Plain Truth, in
itself: is NOT " the Work:' It is an 
other instrumentality used in "the
Work : '

Ambassad or College is not " the
Work:' It is an instrumentality used
in "the Work" to train person ne l for
position s in "the Work ." The an
nouncing of the goo d news o f the
coming kingdom of G od by ,vhut 
ever means or media is "the Work."

\Ve are commission ed to take the
message "into all the world. ..

The S ma ll Beg inning

But I could no t go to ALL rtl E
WORLD alone . o r at the begi nning.
Just as the original apo st les needed
help and the insp ira tional backing
of the church . so did I. T he parent
church o f this era started with so me
19 members. but God ADDEO to the
church those he was speciall r ca lling
fo r thi s grea t co mmissio n. Th e
Church grew. as "the Work " grew
into many thou sands. as it is toda y .

We are ALL specially ca lled ali t of
sin. as it were . BEFO RE the time
whe n God sets out to CO NVERT THE

WORLD, for the purpose of support
ing and backing up " the Work" with
o ur fervent. prevaili ng PR AY ERS. o ur
tithes and specia l o fferings. our in
lluence. encou rag eme nt a nd bac k
ing in whatever \\·ay .

And G od has give n us "the
W ORK" to do as the V ER Y MEANS BY
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WHIC Il we may grow spiritually. so
we ma y c n te r h is kin gd om at
Christ's coming.

Through the yea rs. I. with those
added for their part in " the WO RK"
continued to announce the wonder
ful news of thc coming kingdom of
God and all that that message em
bod ied. Never have we sought 10 gel
- but a lways to give the good news
of God's truth.

BUI I cou ld not go 10 ALL TilE
WORLD at the beginning. Like the
things God does with and through
human age nts. it had to start small
- the smallest! But like the grain of
mustard seed. it grew and grew and
GREW! The United States provides
man y wonderful opportunities that
are not available in poorer coun
tries. Here I was able to start at the
"grass roots" - reaching the "co rn
man people."

In most foreign countries. the
gove rnme nt con trols all med ia
reaching the masses. Radio time
cannot be bought. nor can television
lime.

"The Work" co uld never have
even STARTED in any other country.
On ly in America. where the com
mon people contribute eno ugh
money. Only in America. where the
government allows such fund s to be
expended to give the true gospel to
other countries.

We tried after 19 years' growth to
reach other count ries by radio. We
bought mostly a "pi g in a poke." We
simply wen: not gell ing Christ's
message into those countries.

Aft er 40 yea rs God has per
formed a n astound ing. tremendous
miracle! He has opened unh eard of
doors. He has given me astonishing
FAVOR . with the top HEAD S OF STATE.

of nation after nation after nation
AROU ND TH E WORLD - yes. in Eu
rope . Asia, Africa. and Central and
South America'

Th is is bcing followed up by "tes
timo nial dinners" spo nsored by
high-ranking cabinet members or
othe rs high in the governments of
nations - and with the blessing of
the king, president. prime minister.
or chief of sta te. Such top -ranking
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officials are responsible for the spiri
tual and moral welfare of their
country .

This is then followed by a pub lic
appearance campaign. High govern
ment officials assume the responsi
bility of gcuing o ut tho usands of
highest and upper class peop le 
the top substant ia l people of the
country.

These leading officials have come
to look on me (because of the favor
God has providentially given me in
the ir eyes) as a "builder of bridges
for peace between nations:' and as
"an ambassador without portfolio
for world peace ."

Thi s Work is the new and la test
phase of "the Work."

The announcement is being given
- "i n all the world. for a witness
unto all nations!"

All of this is an example of how
the living Christ actua lly and liter
a lly guidcs and himself di rects this
Work. It cannot be. and IS NOT, a
static Work on a constant unchang
ing routine. It sometimes requires
C i IAN G E. new ideas. ways . and
methods.

This new dimension. now getting
the message into the great mass
population. Gentile countries. is
something that cou ld not have been
done even seven to ten years ago.
Even if Christ had opened these
doors. we did not yel have the facili
ties and the resources to follow
through on it then. It's amazing how
RIGH T TIMI NG has played such an
important part in G od 's Work
- and proof he directed the TIM

IN G!

Thi s is the Work of God - the
Work the living Christ is carrying
out th rough yo u co-workers. Garner
Ted , and myself. He is giving me
long life - renewin g my youth. as in
Isaiah 40:29-3 1.

In the mind of God. this is thc
MO ST IM PO R T A N T ACTIVITY ON

EARTII! It is his activity - the Work
hc is doi ng thro ugh us.

Uflzat a transcendent commission.
what an aweso me. t ran scendent
commission this is!

Right now the living Christ is

about to return to earth. He is com
ing to raise the dea d in Christ,

He is coming to have Satan. who
has deceived ALl. NAT IONS. bound
and th rown into a "bottomless pit."

He is coming in all the supreme
PO WER and GLORY of the very cre
a tor God ! He is comin g as King of
kings, already crowned, to RULE ALL
NATIO NS!

He is coming to restore the gov
ernmen t of almighty God to earth !
He is comin g to establish the king
dom of God on the earth.

He is coming 10 bring world peace!
He is coming to end all poverty.

ignorance. sickness and disease. filth
and sq ua lor. ugliness. He is coming
to end all crime, a ll war. to solve all
this world's evils - to bring univer
sal prospe rity. happ iness. and joy!

Is that important?
He called me as his instrument to

announce all that in advance !
He raised up my son Garner Ted

10 help me and take over the chief
executive administration of "the
Work." now grow n big and world
wide.

He called many ot hers. to be
Irain ed in Amba ssador College, for
important phases of this most impor
tant Work on earth!

He called each of )'0 /1 to stand
staunchly and loyally behind me and
Garner Ted . as human leaders. with
earnest and fervent PRAYER S. With
such tithes and offerings as he has
made possible . With such in
spiration as you can give.

And he has called yo u to help in
all that - to be an ove rcomer. grow
ing in grace and truth. so that you
may be given ETERN AL LIFE - so
you may sit with Christ on HIS

throne - so he can give yo u power
over the nat ion s. to rule unde r
Chri st during the thousand years.
\....hile we. with him. bring SALVA

T ION and eternal life to the whole
world.

If you seek the true rallies - the
things WORTHWIJILE - what else can
be as important as your part in that?

Thai is " the Work."
Yes. what an awesom e Work to be

PRI VI LEG ED to have part in. 0
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\Nhat our readers say..

Claude C.
To led o. O hio

PUBLISHER
ANNOUNCES
NEW FORMAT

A nd NOW an a nno unce ment. The
rt. tim e has come we feel that

our readers sho uld recei ve at
lea st around twice the number of
articles. twice as often. semimonthly.
in a more economically produced
fo rm a t wh ich will co me to yo u
beginning Februa ry 1975.

An as tute bu sinessm an ma nag es
to turn disadvan tages a nd obstacles
into a big lea p forwa rd an d to his
0\\'11 ad va ntage. On e of the world's
biggest troubles righ t now is esca la t
ing inflat ion a nd a wo rsening econ
omy in vi rtua lly every nat ion .
lnflat ion has hit us in cos t of paper.
ink, pos tage, We find we can RE,

DUCE COST very subs ta ntia lly wh ile
giving o ur readers TWIC E the a rti
cles. TWICE as oft en. TWICE TH E

VA L UE - if O Uf readers will sacrifice
th e cos tly "slick paper finish" and
th e full-co lor illustra tions. We felt
we we re ma king im porta nt progress
when we stepped th e Plain Truth up
to one of the fines t produced maga
zines in the world. with a circula tion
of over three m illion co pies . But it
was a luxury for which we ch arged
ou r rea ders NO TH ING . We hav e a l
ways published th e Plain Truth
with out a ny subsc ription price in
come or a ny adv ertising revenue.

And now we believe o ur readers
will be happy to give up the more
luxurio us appearance. but receive
TWICE the va lue . T W IC r: the number
of a rticles. T W IC E as often. No w
TWICE EVER Y MO NTH . and still we
cha rge you not hing . How's th at for a
big double ba rga in and all FR EE"

Our goal is to ma ke the Plain
Truth the widest circulat ed maga
zine in th e world . several time s th e
three million circu lat ion. Will you
he lp us by as king fr iends to sub 
scribe a t no subscrip tion cost wh at 
soever? Help us reach thi s BIG goal
- the LAR G EST C IRCU LATED MAG A

ZINE ON EARTH . 0
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Th e Eyes Have It
I have a co mmo n eve d iseuse. myo pic

a..tigmausm. This is a' co ndition tha t i..
no r r nally in herited. hu t can be acq uired,
At a ny rate. ligh t is \'c:r) damaging. c."pc
ciallv ref lected lieht. T he Plain TI'II ,h and
the 'CoOtI S (' I\',s "maeuaine .. ha ve such a
g lu\sy coat o n them (ilat I m ust a ngle them
in a direction o r posi tion that reflects the
light away from my face so that the gla re
docx no t o bscure the article..,

Yo u m ight co nsid er a pare r that does
110t gin' thi.. problem to people. :\ buff
paper wou ld be OJ blessin g to u... no t a
reduct ion in quality.

• Editor 's note: H{'ginning 1I('x t month. the
Pla in Truth 11';/1 be primed Oil softer paper.
in tabloid fo rmat. jealllring more articles
pa pag/;' (Ii!..{' ..Wo rldwatch "] and hart' a

G arner Ted Arm s t ro ng
Speaks O ut !- Conti nued

acceptable standa rd of society, then
it is o bvio us th is is a giga ntic leap in
the o ppos ite d irecti on !

First. it wa s " in with evo lution" ;
then it wa s " out with prayer ," NO''\'"
it is "in wit h profanity. filth , and
violence ."

If praye rs sho uld not be a llowed,
then the opposite of prayer - blas 
ph em y, sacrilege, a nd the ridicule of
prayer - should likewi se be d is
a llowed .

God's Word says. " My people arc
destroyed for lack of knowledge _.
And since yo u have forgo tte n th e
law of yo ur God, I will a lso forg et
yo ur children" (Hosea 4:6. RSV).

Obviously, in a " knowledge ex
plosion" of the publ ish ing of about
1.000 books each month in thi s
world . God is more concerned with
qualitative knowledge th an quan
tita tive. We live in th e age of to ta l
tras h in litera ture, Smut and filth
a re read ily availa ble in a ny corne r
d rugstore mag azine rack . But. so
lon g as th e free dom of choice is the
ru ling factor. a pa ren t or a young
ster may freely de cid e not 10 buy
whe re pornography. rac ism. a nd as
sorted prurient material ma y be
read ily availa ble in public book
sto res. But in the cla ssroom such

mu("/,[aster "tumamund time . .. Be In Jfchillg
for the lint ;HII(' ill eartv February.

Worldwatch
I rece ived the Plain Tnllh;l rew davs aso

a nd I rca II\' like the new featu re. """odd
wat ch." It lets me kn ow what i:o. happening
arou nd the world h ut in short a rticle ...

Cee ilv II..
Ra leigh. N. c.

I'm very enthus ias tic over the new loo k
of th e P/;/in Truth. J t' ~ now more new s
hre uk ine than an y tim e in r ncmor v. And
the hl:u:l.; -anu-whlte p ictures make 'it even
more new s o rien ted. The a rticles are ..hon .
co nci ..e. cr isp. a nd fast-mo ving. like Ne......r
week o r U. S. S ell'Sand world Report. The
new' "Worfdwatch" is excellent. and I
woul d like 10 see th i.. expan ded .

Patr ick G ..
T rent on. K J.

mat eri al is be ing given the com plete
stamp of approval of "educa tio n: '
As such, children arc led to implicitly
trust in. and belie ve, wha t they a rc
tau ght. Outside the cla ssroom , a cle ar
di stin ction between what is avai lab le
a nd what one ma y choose is made.
Wh y, then . such dogged dete rmina
tion to insist smut m ust be spoon fed
to chi ld ren in th e classroom"

Tha t a ny thinking person could
hon es tly be li eve s uc h books be
lon g in American cla ssrooms is a
mystery, Perha ps, in our ultralibera l
be lief that we m ust objective ly " te ll
it like it is" there will someday
emerge a ne w group of ema ncipa ted
free th ink ers who will seriously ad
voca te bring ing in to dinner conver
sa tion th e o lfac tory difficu lties of
daily living.

J ust because it "happens" doe sn't
make it " newsworthy " !

And just because the peopl e who
read the smutty words know what
th ey m ea n doesn' t imply th ey
s ho u ld be libera lly sp ri n k led
th ro ugho ut the con ver sat ions of
govern me nt leaders - and fou nd
throu ghout ou r chi ld ren' s tex tbooks
in school. Let the gutter rem ain the
gutte r. Let the graffiti remai n. if it
must. in its ignom iniou s a nd sha me
ful place - on the to ilet wa lls.

But don 't put it in to our text books
and into our ch ildren's minds! 0
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Garner Ted Armstrong

Smut Stays
in Classrooms,
SChOOl Board Rules

I N A world o f s hoc k in g,
se nsa ti o na l, m ind -b oggl in g
events, glob al conferences on

food and populati on , EEC Summit
talks, President Ford's trip to the
Soviet Union and the subsequent
Arms Limitations Agreement, bomb
blasts in England, staggering econo
mies, soa ring inflation, and rising
unemploymen t, it is mo re than
probable a seemingly unimport ant
protest over children's textbooks in
Kanawha County, West Virginia
will be ignored .

Yet, in this con troversy can be
found one of the basic causes for
many of the giga nt ic problems fac
ing all of mank ind today, as well as
the American Congress and the
American people. This cause is the
morals erosion - the "character
drain,"

In a full-page ad in the Charleston
Gazette, Thursday, November 14.
1974, the Business and Professional
People 's Alliance for Better Text
books boldly printed exact excerpts
fr om te xtbo ok s produced b y
Webster/McGraw-Hili, McDougal,
Littell & Company, a nd Scott
Foresman Company, which, on No
vember 8, 1974, had been returned
to the schoo ls by the Kanawha
County Board of Education .

PLAIN TRUTH January 1975

The excerpts of child ren's text
books included dozens of "damns"
and "hells" an d an incredibly libera l
sprinkling of direct blasphemy of
the names of God and Jesus Chr is!.
There were many racist statements
(sample: "Black as a nigger," "You
son of a ." and "he a nd the
fat wop went out, . ."), The Gazette
ad said a bout a book titled Per
spective (published by Scott Fores
man & Compa ny): "The overall
them e of this book is violence, ha
tred of different races, murder,
dop e, drinking, disrespect for par
ents and older people."

For tiny tots, there were jump
rope jingles an d other useful rhymes
such as:

Fudge , fudge
Fudge, fudge,

Ca ll the Judge,
Mam a's got a newborn baby!

It's not a gir l,
and it's not a boy,

It' s j ust a newborn baby!
Wrap it up in tissue paper,

put it on the eleva tor.
One. two, three,

and
out goes he!

The ad alleges and da res to place
within qu otes ample proof to back
up its claim that blatant racism, vio
lence, lewd and lascivious conduct,
anti-Chris tian attitudes, blasphemy
of God's name. and even mockery

SPIAKS
OUT!

of C h rist's life a nd d eath a re
sprinkled throughout the textbooks
named .

But the controversy is far from
simple outrage against profan ity or
racism. It is argued by the educators
that textbook content mu st be "mul
ticultural ," and with this principle
the protesters say they agree, It is
a lso argued tha t the profanity and
unacceptable language was "taken
ou t of context" by the alliance for
better textboo ks, and, of course, in
dividu al acts of violence by the pro
testers did nothing to help their
cause.

As an ad ministrator of educa
tion al inst itut ion s fo r nearly 20
years, fro m elementary gra des
throu gh college level. I am of the
firmest possible con viction that
washroo m graffiti does not belong in
children's textbooks.

Slop served on fine china doesn' t
make a n appetizing dish; and at 
tending X-ra ted films in a tuxedo
doesn't make it fashionable.

It seems that many educators and
textbook pu blishers have an easily
discernible calloused disregard for
the laws of God, the Holy Bible, and
all Chris tian teaching! The Supreme
Co urt ruled agains t prayer s in
schools yea rs ago. Based upon the
most stringent principle of separa
tion of chu rch and state , it is di ffi
cult to a rg ue that d ec is io n .
However. when one sees a blatant
attempt to de liberately place blas
phemy against religion into school
textbooks a nd when we see the con
certed effort to urge youngsters to
use crass , crude. or even filthy and
blasph emous language or to subtly
imply dru gs, drunkenness. illicit re
lations, or the wrapping of a new
born baby in paper to be placed in
an elevator as a perfectl y normal,

(Continued on page 32)
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'The very factors
that promised to

lift Indian farmers
out of poverty

now make them
most vulnerable.'

More readable - tabloid newspaper style
More current - published every 2 weeks
And many more informative, helpful,
straight-from-the-shoulder articles
something for everyone

Your February Plain Truth will be more timely, more relevant
than ever to today 's rapidly changing world conditions. Each
issue w ill be full of stimulating, thought-provoking material 
fact, opinion, and Biblical truth .
The first step toward survival in today 's chaotic world is under
standing. That's the whole purpose of Plain Truth - to give you ,
more than ever, a clear, up-to-date understanding of today's
world problems and tomorrow's solutions. Now, more than ever,
Plain Truth is a publication most relevant to our time.




